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THE LUTHERAN 


Meeting Of The Executive Board > 


Reported by Secretary W. H. Greever 


Tue second meeting of the Executive Board of the United 
Lutheran Church in America was held at the Church House, 
New York City, April 13, 1939. All members of the Board 
were present except Mr. Robert Bowe, Dr. John L. Zimmer- 
mann and Judge Claude J. Reno, who were excused for 
absence. 

The devotions were led by Dr. Henry W. A. Hanson of 
Gettysburg. In connection with his formal report President 
Knubel made an extended informal report on the present 
status of negotiations 
for closer relations with 
other Lutheran bodies 
in America. The an- 
nouncement of com - 
plete agreement be- 
tween the Commissions 
representing the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church 
and the U; Ex G.2A; 
recently accomplished, 
was received with great 
satisfaction. Reference 
was made in that con- 
nection to proposed ex- 
tension of co-operative 
work which becomes 
possible on the basis of 
agreements now 
reached. Conferences 
with the Missouri Synod 
will be continued, as 
the desire for Lutheran 
unity in America seems 
to be growing in all 
sections of the Church. 

The President spoke 
also at some length con- 
cerning the interest of 
the church in incidents which seem to indicate a tendency 
on the part of the Federal Administration toward the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations with the Vatican. The out- 
standing incident referred to in this connection was the 
appointment of the Ambassador to England to be the official 
representative of the United States at the recent coronation 
of the new pope. Strong disapproval of any diplomatic 
relationship between the government of the United States 
and the Vatican was expressed, and the officers of the U. L. 
C. A. were asked to prepare a statement on the subject 
expressing the position of the U. L. C. A. and to invite 
other Lutheran bodies, through the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil, to join in a proper protest against the tendencies cited. 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH HOUSE, 
NEW YORK 


Lutheran World Convention 

Announcements were made, by the President, concerning 
the approaching meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Lutheran World Convention and plans 
for the 1940 general meeting in Phila- 
delphia. The sentiment of the Board 
was strong and unanimous that, re- 
gardless of conditions in Europe which 
might interfere with the greatest suc- W. H. 
cess of the meeting, every possible ef- 
fort should be made to promote the 
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meeting scheduled for Philadelphia in May 1940, and to 
make it a truly Christian witness to the mission of the church 
to preach and to practice the Gospel to the whole world 
without regard to race, political issues, and all else that 
divides mankind into antagonistic and selfish groups. 


The Theological Commission 

The action by the Baltimore Convention to establish a 
special Commission on Theological Education for the U. L. 
C. A. provided that the members of the Commission should 
be appointed by the President in consultation with the 
Executive Board. The President presented a list of sug- 
gested members for the new Commission, asking the Ex- 
ecutive Board to add others if it desired, and the following 
seven were elected by ballot: Dr. F. R. Knubel, convener; 
Dr. Gould Wickey, Dr. Henry H. Bagger, Dr. P. D. Brown, 
President Levering Tyson, President C. C. Stoughton and 
Dr. Robbin B. Wolf. 


100 Per Cent Apportionment 

The special committee appointed to devise ways and means 
by which to make effective the resolution passed at the Bal- 
timore Convention for serious effort for 100 per cent appor- 
tionment to be paid in 1939 and 1940, presented a very in- 
teresting report, with information and recommendations. 

The following questions were addressed to 30 presidents and 
30 treasurers of synods, to 9 secretaries, 6 presidents and 7 
treasurers of boards, and to 11 pastors: 


Question 1: Do you consider it practically possible to raise 
the full apportionment? 

What, in your opinion, are the causes for our 
failure to raise the apportionment in full? 
How may we as a church remove the causes 
for our failure to raise the apportionment in 
full? 

What can and will your synod do to help the 
U. L. C. A. to raise its full apportionment? 
Would you favor an effort throughout the 
Church to interest God’s people to tithe their 
income for the benefit of congregation, synod 
ane Waa G AS? 

Are the one-third of our pastors who do not 
take Tue LUTHERAN the same who fail to raise 
apportionment? 


Question 2: 


Question 3: 


Question 4: 


Question 5: 


Question 6: 


Replies were received from 23 presidents and 18 treas- 


urers of synods, from 9 secretaries, 5 presidents and 1. 


treasurer of boards, and from 8 pastors, one answer is not 
classified as it is unsigned and the envelope in which it 
came was destroyed. 94 questionnaires were sent out. 65 
answers were returned. 

A composite of the answers received would be approx- 
imately as follows: 

It is practically possible to raise the full apportionment. 
The outstanding cause for our failure to raise the apportion- 
ment in full is selfish and indifferent 
pastors through whose neglect the peo- 
ple are left in ignorance of the work 
of the Church. The causes for our 
failure may be removed by better 
training in stewardship of our future 
pastors by our seminaries. Our sem- 

(Continued on page 13) 
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“TRAINING FOR THE PASTORATE 


Heads of Theological Seminaries Stress Place and Importance of Institutions of 
the United Lutheran Church 


[Provided by Gould Wickey, Executive Secretary of the Board of Education] 


ert YSBURG—John Aberly, President 


WHEN ONE remembers that the work of the church is 
dependent on the men who minister in it, the urgent need 
that they be afforded the very best opportunities to prepare 
for service in it, must be self-evident. Attention is here 
called however to another phase of service that needs to be 
stressed in our day. Leaders in the nation are calling atten- 
tion to the fact that fundamentally the problems that call 
for solution are religious ones. Nations are setting up new 
idolatries to which they are giving entire devotion. We have 
been trying to build a world without giving needed thought 
to the foundation on which it must be built. The seminary 
ought to meet this need. If so, how imperative it is that the 
very best in talent, in method, and in equipment, be pro- 
vided that this service may be rendered! 


SOUTHERN—Charles K. Bell, Acting President 


The old question whether the church follows the seminary 
or the seminary follows the church is practically answered 
in the latter category. Seminaries have expanded tre- 
mendously in their curricular offerings to meet the demands 
of the church for an adequately trained ministry. The 
seminary is an institution for specialization in those dis- 
ciplines which give the student at least an introduction to 
the specific tasks of the pastorate, which are increasingly 
diversified and exacting. The church demands the service 


of a ministry which has breadth of culture as well as skill 


in technique. The training which students bring to the 
seminary very largely determines their ability to profit by 
the special instruction given there. What the church de- 
mands, the church should make possible. 


HAMMA—L. H. Larimer, Dean 


We believe in the widened and deepened content of 
theological study, but with all that, the emphasis must be 
maintained and be kept poignant that a theological school 
must not fail to possess that indefinable quality of life which 
we call spirit. Almost a century ago, F. W. Robertson said, 
very strikingly, “That which ought to be written over the 
door of every school: we worship not Minerva (wisdom) 
but Christ. In our day there is a marvelous idolatry of 
talent. When once the idolatry of talent enters the church, 
then farewell to spirituality; when men ask their teachers 
not for that which will make them more humble and God- 
like, but for the excitement of an intellectual banquet, then 
farewell to Christian progress.” Of course this spirit must 
pervade all the relations of faculty and students. To en- 
courage and support one another, a seminary should be in 
the best sense a Christian fellowship. 


PHILADELPHIA—L. D. Reed, Acting President 


The seventy-fifth anniversary of the Philadelphia Semi- 
nary calls attention to its past service to the church in the 


- leadership and influence of its faculty and the sending forth 


of fifteen hundred graduates into the ministry. The anni- 
versary also reminds us of the ever-present problem of 
maintenance and development, which involves property, 
faculty personnel, curriculum, methods of instruction, 
supervision of clinical work, administration and increase of 
library collections, and the general strengthening of the 
institutional life of a community of twelve instructors and 
one hundred seventy-four students. The anniversary also 
emphasizes the essential importance of theological edu- 


¢ 


cation in general. Our seminaries are not only desirable; 
they are indispensable. The church will never be stronger 
than they are. Neither the state nor the city will furnish 
funds for their support. This is the responsibility and the 
opportunity of Christian men and women, congregations 
and synods. 


CHICAGO—L. Franklin Gruber, President 


Today the young man who enters the ministry must in 
part be the intellectual, moral and spiritual product of an 
ever-increasing number of academic and theological ex- 
perts. The composite scholarship of the pew demands this 
of the pulpit. The educated laity of this generation will 
hardly be satisfied with the mere exhortations of genera- 
tions ago. Hence, for the adequate training of her ministers 
the church has made special provision in her theological 
seminaries. Upon the foundation laid in the home, the par- 
ish and the college the theological seminary endeavors to 
build a worthy theological, cultural, and practical super- 
structure. But to do this, the church must make adequate 
provision to strengthen her theological seminaries. The 
church cannot be stronger than her ministerial training 
schools. 


WESTERN—W. F. Rangeler, Dean 

We know of congregations that have been in existence for 
fifty, and even seventy-five, years and have never sent a 
young man to study for the ministry. They have consumed 
the ministry and made no replacement from their own con- 
gregations. Without further words about such a situation 
nothing is clearer than that the church, under its present 
organization, must at least adequately support its institu- 
tions from which it receives a well qualified and trained 
body of ministers or retrogression will be the result. We 
need a more systematic, regular, adequate and loyal sup- 
port in this direction from all the members of the church. 
The whole fabric of the church rests upon its teaching func- 
tion. Our greatest lack today lies in the direction of theology, 
rather than in the direction of economics. We speak out of 
an extended experience. Think it through. 


WATERLOO—Fred. B. Clausen, Dean 


Demands made on the minister today are many and di- 
verse. The connotation of Paul’s phrase, “become all things 
to all men,” has a more inclusive sweep in our complex 
society when the ends of the earth are met together in 
almost every community. The minister is the last man who 
can “lean on his shovel” waiting for the “breaks” and in- 
dulging in wishful thinking. The urgency burdening the 
ministry reacts directly upon the seminaries. It is an im- 
perative challenge to them, and they are alert to it. Com- 
pare the curricula of seminaries of only a generation ago 
with those offered by them today. Consider the searching 
scrutiny to which prospective students are subjected. Add 
to this the higher academic preparation given to ministerial 
students in our colleges. And then reflect how, in most 
instances, our seminaries must meet this chalenge of church 
and students with the same, or even less, monetary income 
than a generation ago. ‘ 


SASKATOON—N. Willison, President 


Our seminary at Saskatoon was established to be a means 
through which the evangel of salvation in Christ could be 
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told more widely and to a greater number of people, and 
through which those who have been told might be kept 
from forgetting and losing the treasures placed within their 
reach. The young men who come here to study for the 
ministry are committed to this witness, and all the people 
have a share through them in the same privilege. Prayers 
and gifts and the finding of other young men qualified for 
separation unto the Gospel of Christ can be undertaken 
everywhere. Those of you, who have played a part in the 
support of Saskatoon in the past, must be glad that you 
have had the opportunity. It is more blessed to give than to 
receive. In the work of Saskatoon, provisions for the spir- 
itual welfare of thousands have been made. 
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NORTHWESTERN—Paul H. Roth, President 
It is literally true that man lives only by the Word of God. — 
Without it there is no such thing as health for the soul or ~ 
for society. But the Word of God must be understood and 
assimilated before it can beget and nourish believers. It is 
in this fundamental, indispensable service that our semi- 
naries labor. No work can be more important. It is their call- 
ing so thoroughly to think through and live themselves into 
the Gospel of God in Jesus Christ that they can express it — 
simply and clearly to all men in the language of their time, 
and impart this same ability to the men they sent out to be 
pastors and preachers. In such a generation of ministers, — 
ardent in love and apt to teach, lies the hope of the Church. 


FOLLOWING THE LEADER” 


Mrs. John I. Meck, Racine, Wisconsin, Criticizes the Role of Spectator and 
Neglect of Spiritual Promptings 


“WHEN WE were very young”’—as A. A. Milne would say 
—one of the most popular games of childhood was “Follow 
the Leader.” We remember it well—the leader who per- 
formed all sorts of queer antics, taking us into unexpected 
places by circuitous routes with no planned destination, 
and the followers imitating the leader unquestioningly until 
worn out by physical exertion. It was fun—and only a game. 

Looking at world situations today, 
we wonder whether some of the at- 
titudes of childhood’s games have not 
been carried over into adult years, as 
we see great masses of humanity com- 
placently and unquestioningly follow- 
ing self-appointed leaders through 
devious paths into places of chaos. To 
some, this may seem like the easiest 
way, for there is no need for creative 
thinking on the part of the follower. 
It requires no great exertion of gray 
matter to accept second-hand estimates 
of life values. Naturally, such follow- 
ers become mere echoes rather than 
men of conviction; they are reporters 
of actions, but never apostles in a great 
mission. Others may follow from the 
motive of expediency. Still others may 
yield to a forced following, fearfully 
heeding the cry of the leader to “fall 
in line—or else!” 


Artificial Emotions Fruitless 

One need not live long in any one 
place today to realize that everywhere 
there is to be found much sluggishness in thinking. A laissez 
faire policy of facing issues exists in high places and low. 
In it we see, perhaps, a carrying over of some of the “un- 
real” attitudes created by certain experiences in modern 
life. We may cite, for instance, the movies. One may laugh 
heartily or sob hysterically over some screen episode, then 
leave the theatre with the thought, “Let us forget it now, 
for there is nothing to be done about it.” We have been 
spectators only; emotions have been aroused for a time 
—the story is ended. Is there a possibility of adopting this 
“unreal” attitude in regard to meeting life’s problems? Do 
newspaper headlines and radio messages of world events 
appeal to us merely from a sense of passing interest or en- 
tertainment? One who answers in the affirmative places 
himself definitely in the “spectator” class; he will never 
sense individual responsibility or become an ameliorating 
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influence. He does not face reality actively; he merely 
watches the drama of the nations and says, “Let them alone.” 
He may say, “Live and let live,” but never, “Live and help 
live.” 

Now, fortunately however, we note with gratification that 
there are individuals and groups of individuals who are 
seeking the highest good both for themselves and for society 
by “doing something about it.” We 
speak here in particular about our Lu- 
theran students in colleges and univer- 
sities who meet together to think and 
plan constructively concerning basic 
needs of effective living. Faced in 
classrooms with patterns of living often 
created by materialistic socialists or 
anti-Christian philosophers, they are 
restlessly seeking for more satisfactory 
solutions and loftier goals. They are 
challenged anew to study the life and 
motives of Jesus Christ as the only 
Way to abundant life; to see Him as 
the only Leader for world peace and 
harmony through love to all mankind. 
In the compelling urge to follow Him 
as such, we see hope for the develop- . 
ment of a vital leadership in our church 
life today and tomorrow. 

It is significant here to note also that 
in student life today there are young 
people without Christian background 
who are likewise being faced with the 
claims of Christian truth. One such 
recently, in trying to meet a serious 
moral personal problem, approached a young Lutheran stu- 
dent counselor with all sincerity of heart and soul saying, 
“IF THERE IS A GOD, I WANT TO KNOW IT NOW.” In 
line with this earnest quest is the interesting fact that one of 
the best known practicing psychiatrists in America recently 
told an audience that he cannot begin to help any patient 
until there is first a certain adjustment on the spiritual level. 
When the patient can honestly affirm his belief in God and 
in immortality, the psychiatrist sees hope for recovery in 
physical, mental, biological, moral, and social levels of 
living. ; 

Tests of Leaders 


It might have been well, at the beginning of this article, 
to posit the thought that all men, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, are followers of something—a plan, or a person, 
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or a thought-pattern for living. However, it is one thing 
to be a follower, and quite another thing to understand 
whom one follows, and why. One of our brilliant Lutheran 
students who studied extensively at home and abroad and 
earned notable degrees in education, was asked upon one 
occasion whether she followed the theories of Freud or 
Jung. The wise reply came, “I was a student of Freud’s, 
but NEVER HIS DISCIPLE.” (Incidentally and paren- 
thetically, we might here suggest that it is a large part of 
wisdom to interpret discipleship. A statement such as this 
reply cannot be made carelessly or thoughtlessly.) This 
particular student had studied world movements and 
philosophies, but she had also learned to “try the spirits 
whether they are of God.” 

It is matters such as these which are of primary concern 
to our Board of Education. It is for these reasons that Chris- 
tian colleges are established and maintained, and that Lu- 
theran Student Associations are adjudged to be of essential 
value in regard to church life in general and to a valid 
following of Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church. Through 
the foresight and earnest activities of this Board, our young 
people are being called to become intelligently purposeful 
in following the Master, to comprehend with new vision 
the primary task of the church, to make their lives mean- 
ingful for themselves and for society, to see more clearly 
the plan of God for all men—in short, to understand more 
fully that the Christian community and the individual gos- 


pel are integral parts of a complete whole. “For,” says Dr. . 


E. Stanley Jones, “if we call the social gospel a body, then 
the individual gospel is the soul of that body. The indi- 
vidual gospel by itself may be only a ghost, and the social 
gospel by itself alone may be only a corpse.” 


Board of Education’s Aim 

Through a program of Christian education, our Board is 
seeking diligently to create consecrated Christian person- 
ality, to challenge students to think creatively about the 
commanding objectives of the Christian life, and to develop 
that needed co-operative spirit by which all nations of men 
may be called to be followers of Jesus, the Leader and 
Saviour. It calls to active participation in establishing a 
world community—“not just to believe, but to BE.” We, 


_ the parents of students and members of an older generation, 


gratefully rejoice for this vision of our Church through the 
Board of Education, the motive for which existence might 
well be expressed in the words: “‘We would see Jesus’ as 
our Leader and as Leader for all men everywhere.” 

In closing, let us consider well the meaning of what it 
means to “see Jesus” as described in the following legend 
from the pen of Horace Traubel: 

He said, “I see.” And they said, “He’s crazy; crucify 
Him.” He still said, “I see.” And they said, “He’s an ex- 
tremist.” But they tolerated Him. And He continued to 
say, “I see.” And they said, “He’s eccentric.” But they 
rather liked Him, and smiled at Him. And He stubbornly 
said again, “I see.” And they said, “There’s something in 
what He says.” And they gave Him half an ear. But He 
said as if He’d never said it before, “I see.” And at last 
they were awake; and they gathered about Him and built 
a temple in His name. And yet He only said, “I see.” And 
they wanted to do something for Him. “What can we do to 
express to you our regret?” He only smiled. He touched 
them with the ends of His fingers and kissed them. What 
could they do for Him? “Nothing more than you have 
done,” He answered. And what was that? They wanted to 
know. “You see,” He said, “that’s reward enough; you see, 
you see.” 


‘ 


In next week’s issue of “The Lutheran” presidents of 
U. L. C. A. colleges will write their brethren. 
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A HYMN OF CONSECRATION 


By Mrs. Mathilde K. Bartlett, Washington, D. C. 


TaKE my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 


Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love; 

Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 


Take my voice, and let me sing 
Always, only, for my King; 
Take my lips, and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 


Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect, and use 
‘Every power as Thou shalt choose. 


Take my will and make it Thine; 
It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own; 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 


Take my love; my Lord, i pour 
At Thy feet its treasured store; 
Take myself, and I will be, 
Ever, only, all, for Thee. ‘ 


Women, too, have added to our wealth of beautiful hymns. 
The name of Frances Ridley Havergal is honored for her 
contribution to the world of immortal hymns, among which 
we find the beautiful, “Take My Life and Let It Be.” 

We hear much of sacrifice and consecration only to find 
that it is in words only and not in deeds. 

In this respect we find Miss Havergal to be truly a con- 
secrated Christian. She consecrated her life and talents to 
the Lord and His work. She was born in 1839, the daughter 
of the Rev. William Henry Havergal, vicar of Astley, Wor- 
cestershire, England. 

In reading the history of her short life we find that this 
talented little girl could read at the age of three. At seven 
she wrote verses, and early in life she memorized the New 
Testament, the Psalms, the Book of Isaiah and the Minor 
Prophets. She was a student of French, German, Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew. Her musical talents took her to the heights of 
Handel, Mendelssohn and Beethoven. 

She was very frail of body, and her arduous mental activ- 
ities proved so great a strain on her physical powers that 
at the age of forty, in 1879, she passed to her heavenly re- 
ward, having made the world a better place because of her 
gift of self. 

Five years before her death, in 1874, she put into verse 
her vows of consecration which she made as a young girl. 
We find her vows versed in the hymn, “Take My Life and 
Let It Be.” This is perhaps the finest hymn of consecration 
we possess, and ofttimes it is the prayer of Christians who 
feel that whatever gift or talent they have it is only useful 
in so far as it is consecrated to the service of Him Who 
gave it. 

The melodies to which this poem is set are varied. One is 
known as “Consecration,” by an “Unknown Author”; an- 
other is known as “Messiah,” written by Louis F. J. Herold 
and arranged by George Kingsley. A pretty tune named 
“Hendon,” written in 1827 by H. A. C. Malan, was adapted 
to the words; and her father, the Rev. William Havergal, 
also wrote a simple hymn tune for her verses which is the 
one in our own Lutheran hymnal. 

When you sing it, make it your vow to reconsecrate your 
gifts and talents, your life and love to the Giver of all life. 
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Lutherans of America Must Answer! 


By Dr. ABDEL Ross WENTZ, Delegate to Madras Conference 


WILL wWE let them perish? They are our brethren in the 
faith. They are confronted squarely by an emergency. They 
are appealing to us. They count on us. It is not much that 
they ask. But if we refuse, they perish. With my own eyes 
I saw their terrible need. From their own lips I heard their 
earnest plea for life. I pass on that plea to you Lutherans 
of America. 

It is the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church over in 
India. In sore straits for nearly twenty years this fair 
product of missionary enterprise faces today a real crisis. 
It is a big Church. It numbers more than one hundred forty 
thousand souls. But if we delay even six months with our 
gifts this fine young Church 
will be lost. There is no 
earthly source of help for it 
except America, and that 
help must come at once. 


Orphans of the War 

The dire distress of this 
big mission is just another 
tragedy of the World; War. 
A Lutheran missionary so- 
ciety in Germany was work- 
ing in a country that was 
under British rule. For 
seventy years the Gossner 
Society had been at work 
there among the Kols in 
northern India. Under God’s 
blessing they had gathered 
a harvest of seven-score 
thousand souls. Then came Satan also. He came in the 
form of a war between Germany and Britain. It was 1914. 
The German missionaries, nearly sixty in number, were 
imprisoned awhile, then sent back to Germany. So the big 
mission was left orphaned and leaderless. It soon became 
penniless. 

Near neighbors were the Anglicans. The war never 
touched them. They kindly offered to provide funds and 
leaders for the big Lutheran mission. They also proposed 
to provide a new name. But the young Lutheran Church 
had been well trained in its Lutheran faith. It lifted its 
voice, such as it had, and demanded a canvass of sentiment. 
The appeal went to the National Christian Council of India. 
The canvass was made. It was thorough and impartial. It 
showed a unanimous sentiment among those orphaned native 
Christians: they would rather be Lutherans in poverty than 
Anglicans in affluence. 

The National Lutheran Council in America was asked to 
take pity on the orphaned Church. Large sums were sent, 
a total of about $300,000. The United Lutheran Church in 
America from its mission in South India loaned mission- 
aries, one at a time, for nine years. Then in 1928 some of 
the German missionaries were allowed to return to India. 
But the number has been pitifully small for such a wide- 
spreading field, never more than seven. And not a single 
cent comes from Germany. The government will not permit 
money to be taken out of Germany. So the poverty has 
become deeper year by year. Now it has about reached 
the breaking point. They have appealed to the Lutheran 
World Convention. And the Lutheran World Convention, 
out of the multitude of appeals that come, has assigned the 
great Gossner Church to the Lutherans of America. We 
must answer. Else this fine, big, young Church will disappear 
and that right soon. A little bit from each of us-will'save it. 


“LUTHERAN WORLD CONVENTION APPEAL 


Authorized by 
THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 
for the Month of May 


To Assist the Following Causes: 


The Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church in India 
The Breklum Mission in India 
The Berlin Mission in China 
Relief of Brethren in Russia 
The Lutheran Ukrainian Movement 
Minority Lutheran Churches 
Refugee Relief 


$28,000 NEEDED” 


Dire Distress 


There can be no doubt about the need. I wish I could 
show every one of you the pictures in my collection. Here 
are beautiful products of divine grace, lovely fruits of 
Christian character. Some of them are real saints. But they 
are poor, very poor. 

Some of them are simple laborers. They are called coolies. 
For wages they average about six cents a day. Needless to 
say, their manner of life is very simple. Usually they live 
in abject poverty. They dwell constantly on the brink of 
starvation. If rains fail, even for a single season, it pushes 
many of them over the 
brink. They are human be- 
ings, albeit dark in color. 
They love life and they love 
their families. They are rich 
soil for a Christian harvest. 
The old German mission- 
aries of three generations 
have produced an abundant 
crop of Christian profession 
among them... They love 
Christ whom the mission- 
aries have taught to them. 
And they are loyal to their 
Lutheran Church. The grace 
of God has shown its power 
among them. Many of them 
are devout and pious. Some 
of them are even saintly in 
their devotion. But all of 
them are poor, very poor in this world’s goods. They are 
simply unable by their own means to supply themselves 
with the ministry of the Gospel. They hold out their hands 
to the Lutherans of America. 

Nearly all of them are farmers. Their chief crop is rice. 
Population is so dense that no one family has any large 
tract of land. From tiny patches of soil they squeeze an 
existence. Only in the rarest cases is there any reserve of 
funds or food. In many churches the weekly offering of 
the people is made in rice. Each Sunday after the sermon 
the deacons take the metal tubs from the floor near the altar 
and wait on the people in the pews. Each family pours into 
one of these big receptacles the pint or quart of rice that it 
has saved for this purpose from the meager meals of the 
preceding week. They call this the “mutha chawal.” 

Part of these offerings are used to pay the “salaries” of 
the full-time servants of the congregation. The rest is taken 
to a mill and ground into flour which is sold for the benefit 
of the congregational treasury. But these congregational 
treasuries are rarely able of themselves to salary the pastor, 
to keep the congregational property in repair and maintain 
the congregational school. There must be help from outside. 

Since no money has been coming from Germany the 
property has fallen into serious disrepair. More than once 
I stepped into Lutheran church buildings and looking up 
saw daylight through scores of holes in the roof. The sheds 
in which they conduct their Christian schools are rotting to 
the ground, many of them. In some of the larger com- 
munities the Indian government is stepping in and starting 
its own schools, non-Christian, of course, and sometimes 
even anti-Christian. In other places the poor equipment 


of the Lutheran schools and the inadequate support of the — 


teacher, or catechist as he is called, has brought the stand- 
ards so low that the government has withdrawn its small 
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subsidy and the schools have been closed. Even the fine 
big high school buildings at Ranchi, the center of the whole 
Church, are threatened with government condemnation at 


once unless the Church can make repairs requiring about 


$7,500. 

There are nearly seventy native pastors today and under 
them more than five hundred catechists or teachers. The 
condition of these men and their families is really pitiful. 
Some of them receive less than a dollar a month. Many of 
them cannot get enough food to maintain their families. 
There are cases of starvation among them. That is not a 
figure of speech: they actually die of hunger. There are 
instances in’ which there is only one piece of cloth to a 
family, and the members of the family must take turns in 
leaving the shed they call home. The teachers in the middle 
schools told me that almost none of their scholars come 
from the families of pastors and catechists. These men 
cannot afford the pittance required to send their children to 
these schools. That means that the offspring of these men 
join the great mass of India’s illiterates. Under such con- 
ditions where is the future leadership of the Lutheran 
Church over there? 


They Must Have Help 


Don’t think that these people are not trying to help them- 
selves. They are contributing valiantly. They average almost 
one-tenth of their income. But even at that, see how very 
little it amounts to. There are about 14,000 families. Each 
family pays an average of about eighty cents a year. With 
this even the strongest congregations are scarcely able to 
maintain themselves. So there is no general church treas- 
ury, or practically none. The strong cannot help the weak, 
and the weak are perishing. Some of our other Lutheran 
mission churches over there have little industries to help 
in their support, like lace-making and printing and weaving 
and woodworking and agriculture. The Gossner Church has 
nothing like that. The German missionaries depended en- 
tirely on preaching and teaching. That means that in their 
present stringency they are dependent on contributions. 
In the absence of funds from Germany and until they re- 
adjust their economy, their life depends on the Christian 
generosity of the Lutherans of America. 

The Lutherans of America must come to the rescue. The 
missionaries of the Gossner Church must be maintained. 
The pastors and teachers must be provided for. The church 
properties and the schools must be repaired. All this must 
be done, even if there is no expansion of the borders of the 
Church into surrounding paganism. And it must be done 
at once if these 140,000 people are to remain Lutheran or 
even Christian. The Church is on the brink of despair. 
They want to continue Lutheran. They are clear on that. 
But the property of the Anglicans in that district looks very 
inviting. So does that of the Roman Catholics. Both of these 
have come in much later than the Lutherans, and they are 
much smaller. But both of them are well supported back 
home. I do not mean to suggest that at present these 
churches are seeking to gobble up our Lutheran Church 
there. The local Anglican bishop is most courteous and 
considerate. But the Lutherans are almost desperate, and 
there are rumors of overtures from individual Lutheran 
congregations for help from non-Lutheran sources. Cer- 
tainly that would be better than starvation or disintegration. 
But a little help from the Lutherans of America can keep 
this big Church both Christian and Lutheran. 

There is a fine leader among the German missionaries 
there. His name is John Stosch. The native Lutherans have 
elected him president of their Church. Those of us who have 
known him personally for some time have the utmost con- 
fidence in his judgment. We can depend on him to ad- 
minister with great wisdom any funds we send to the 
suffering Church. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 


By the Rev. Wayne O. Kantner, D.D., Tiffin, Ohio 


ON A certain occasion, the disciples of Jesus said, “Lord, 
teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” What 
John said about prayer has long since been forgotten. But 
the memorable words spoken by Jesus will live as long as 
the world stands. He gave us the Lord’s Prayer. 

According to His teaching, when men pray they are not 
to make a public display of their private devotions. They 
are to pray to their Father in secret, and He has promised 
to reward them openly. Neither are they to engage in vain 
repetitions as the heathen do. There is nothing to be gained 
by much speaking. God knows what we need, even before 
we ask Him. Nevertheless, He desires that we shall pray 
to Him. Luther has put the matter of prayer most effectively 
where he says: “God would hereby tenderly invite us to 
believe that He is truly our Father and we are truly His 
children, so that ye may ask of Him with all cheerfulness 
and confidence, as dear children ask of their dear father.” 

Our use of the Apostles’ Creed may call to mind the for- 
mal instruction we have received as catechumens, and may 
accentuate the doctrinal differences which distinguish our 
church. The use of the Nicine Creed may remind us of 
some of the great doctrinal controversies in the past, and 
of the profound answer given by the Church Fathers under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. But as men unite in pray- 
ing the Lord’s Prayer, there is nothing to suggest contro- 
versy or division. The content and meaning are the same 
regardless of the language used. In this prayer, we uncon- 
sciously confess our faith in God the Father, and in His 
only Son Who has taught us thus to pray. And as our hearts 
are united by the Holy Spirit in this act of worship, we are 
made to realize the true inner unity of the One Holy Church. 

This is a prayer that is lisped from the lips of little chil- 
dren as they learn to pray. It was used at the time of their 
baptism. It will be prayed by them when they kneel for 
confirmation, or when they are united in the holy bonds of 
marriage. It will also be used in the last solemn rites for 
the dead when they depart this life. Yes, there is something 
about this prayer that unites us both in life and in death. 

Several years ago, two fine young people of the Negro 
race requested that I marry them. During the service, they 
united their voices with mine in praying this prayer. And 
as we prayed—in some unaccountable manner—our hearts 
were knit together. They, too, believed on the Lord Jesus 
and had been taught by Him to pray. Truly there is some- 
thing in this prayer and its use that emphasizes the true 
spiritual unity of the One Holy Church. 


The Lutheran World Convention asks you to give just a 
little something for these suffering Lutherans in India. 
Surely, all of us together can give $18,000 this year. That 


is the absolute minimum required to save the Church over 


there. The other Lutheran missions in India, through their 
organization called the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in India, are giving a little, but all of them are 
poor and needy, and they cannot give much. Still, they are 
on the scene and they realize the critical need, and out of 
their own meager treasuries they are doing their bit. And 
even the missionaries of other Lutheran missions, because 
they understand the critical situation in their neighbor 
Church, are giving a little out of their flat salaries. 

Will we refuse to help? The Lutherans of America must 
answer. If we refuse, the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran 
Church will perish. And that right soon. 

Send your gift to the Lutheran World Convention, 39 
East 35th Street, New York City. And send your prayer 
along with your gift. Those Gossner Lutherans are anxious 
to enter into a fellowship of prayer with us. 


In A World’s Fair which will 
depict in startling fashion the 
world’s tremendous achieve- 
ments in science, industry, art 
and culture, the Temple of 
Religion at the New York 
World’s Fair will, in the words 
of Mayor La Guardia, give the 
Fair “a soul.” It will demon- 
strate the truth that this na- 
tion was founded under God 
and that at every step in its 
history America has been 
guided by the preponderant in- 
fluence of things spiritual. As 
a corollary of this the Temple 
of Religion will foster a new 
devotion to that principle of 
religious freedom which is 
written in our Constitution and 
which is the keystone of our 
civic liberties. It will be a symbol to all visitors of our com- 
mon belief in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven 
and Earth, a public recognition of the influence of religion 
in what we have achieved and a beacon of hope for the 
future. 

Physically the Temple of Religion will be one of the most 
interesting and impressive buildings in the World’s Fair. On 
entering through a gate, flanked by two great evergreens, the 
visitor will find himself in a beautifully landscaped gar- 
den. Around its three sides will run a cloistered arcade 
whose walls will be decorated with murals. These, the 
work of Hildreth Maiere and Austin Purvis, will show 
typical ecclesiastical architecture of the Occidental world 
through the ages. The garden, with its great elms, white 
birches and plane trees, is roughly divided into two parts: 
one, a section with a fountain surrounded by an elliptical 
hedge enclosing benches and plantings of flowers; the other, 
a more formal treatment of greensward and brick walks. 
At the farther end of the garden rises, in a series of set- 
backs, an imposing building containing an auditorium. This 
building is flanked by two circular wings and has a facade 
of great columns rising from a large cathedral-like porch. 
The rear elevation, rising to a height of sixty-five feet, is 
semi-circular and forms what may be considered the apse 
of the auditorium. Within it are set five great stained glass 
windows. The auditorium’s interior is simply treated and 
suggests the ecclesiastic in all its appurtenances. A reredos, 
beautifully executed, will be a screen for the pipes of an 
unusually fine Aeolian-Skinner organ which is being loaned 
to the Temple by John W. Haussermann, Jr. Off the 
auditorium will be dressing and rest rooms and a radio 
control room. 


Conference Rooms 

Another feature of the building will be offices where a 
priest, minister and rabbi may be stationed to give to all 
who wish it information or advice. These offices, together 
with the administrative ones, will be on either side of the 
garden entrance. The entire project is only a short distance 
from the theme center, the I. R. T., B. M. T. subway and 
Long Island Railroad entrances. 

The Temple of Religion will be a beautiful symbol but it 
will be very much more, for it will provide the most vital 
expression possible on the value that American people 
place on the spiritual in their lives. It will reassert af- 
firmatively, through a continuous series of programs, Amer- 
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New York World’s Fair Religious Center Described by 
John Gilland Brunini, Executive Director, Temple 
of Religion, Inc., New York World’s Fair. 
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ica’s devotion to those prin- 
ciples of religious freedom 
which the Constitution em- 
_ bodies and which are an es- 
sential and integral part of the 
democratic form of govern- 
ment. It will demonstrate that 
men may differ deeply in re- 
ligious beliefs while maintain- 
ing mutual respect and work- 
ing together as American cit- 
izens in common undertakings, 
with a view to the establish- 
ment of a social order in which 
the religious ideals of brother- 
hood and justice shall be the 
standards of human relation- 
ships. 
The Temple will not provide 
space for so-called religious 
exhibits, nor will it be asso- 
ciated with anything of a commercial nature. Its programs 
will employ music, based on the religious motif, symposia, 
convocations and meetings, and pageants and dramas. 

There will be no interdenominational nor denominational 
services of a ritualistic nature. All programs are to be based 
on positive assertions, not on negations, nor are they to be 
propagandistic in the destructive sense. In addition, the 
Temple of Religion will not be a medium of proselytizing, 
nor will it lend itself to the promotion of any one faith or 
religious movement. 


Organ Recitals 

No program, sponsored by any group or by the Temple’s 
Board of Directors, will seek uniformity, union or amalga- 
mation of religious bodies, or modification of the distinctive 
beliefs of any religion or individual. The Temple of Religion 
will not seek to find a new religion for the World of To- 
morrow, but will rather emphasize the importance of the 
dual aspect of its theme, which is emblazoned on the upper 
facade of the building: FOR ALL WHO WORSHIP GOD 
AND PRIZE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Hence the Board of 
Directors plan a series of organ recitals, played by the 
leading organists of the country, two evenings a week. Each 
week there will also be two sacred concerts consisting of 
choral, organ and instrumental music. Other evenings will 
be devoted to the presentation of religious dramas and pag- 
eants. On Sundays there will be no formal program in the 
Temple until 1.00 P. M., at which time there will be an 
hour’s program, consisting of organ and choral music in- 
terspersed with a speech by a clergyman or some prominent 
lay leader. This, after a quiet period for rest and medita- 
tion, will be succeeded by a symposium at 3.00 P. M., on 
which occasion the best and most representative speakers 
will emphasize the Temple’s basic principles without em- 
phasizing any denominational aspect. At 5.00 P. M. there 
will be a sacred concert and at 8.30 an organ recital. 

During the week, for an hour commencing at noon and 
from 6.00 to 7.00 P. M., a similar program to that on Sun- 
days from 1.00 to 2.00 will be held. These programs will 
conclude with a prayer for peace and better understanding 
among men. At various times during the week, the directors 
will also sponsor other non-denominational assemblies. 

The Temple will also be the meeting place for various 


W 


events sponsored by those great historical religions and 


their recognized denominations which pay allegiance to 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Children Of The Church Festivals 


AMONG questions that are asked about the program for 
The Children of the Church is: “Will there be rallies for 


the children?” Getting together in groups in cities or con- 


ferences or synods meant much to children in their former 
programs. Children’s rallies have many values. They help 
to develop in children a feeling of loyalty to the Church at 
large. They make it possible for program participation on a 
larger scale. They sometimes bring unusual privileges and 
opportunities, such as meeting a missionary or another 
speaker who is known to the whole Church, but who can- 
not visit all the local groups. They strengthen the spirit of 
devotion and of consecration to the entire child membership 
of the Church. They lead to a desire to enlist more children 
in the cause for which all are working. 

All of these values are recognized by the Committee on 
Program for The Children of the Church. It is the purpose, 
therefore, to provide in the new program ample opportunity 
for this expression of interest. Instead of being called “ral- 
lies,” these group meetings will be referred to as Children 
of the Church Festivals. 

The word “festival” is used to connote something of the 
truly spiritual significance of the “feast days” held by the 
children of Israel. They were holy days, days on which 
selected offerings were brought to the Lord for blessings 


received. The Children of the Church will have the oppor-— 


tunity of bringing to the festivals gifts for which they have 
made sacrifices and which will be one expression of their 
training in stewardship. 


Time for Festivals 


Because children find greater happiness in the thought of 
all children throughout the entire Church meeting at ap- 
proximately the same time, it is hoped that all such festivals 
may be held at some time during the first week in October. 
Saturday or Sunday is usually the best day to bring large 
numbers of children together. In communities where an- 
other day is convenient, however, any day may be selected. 


For 1939, the dates October 1-8 may include two Saturdays 
and two Sundays. Children will delight in knowing that 
everywhere every child in the United Lutheran Church in 
America will be sharing in a uniform program. The fes- 
tivals will thus take the form of a spiritual celebration on 
the part of the largest possible fellowship of children. 


The Program 


A program is being prepared which will be furnished free 
to every local leader through synodical secretaries for The 
Children of the Church. It will be entirely a children’s 
program. Individual children or groups from different con- 
gregations will be the participants. A three-fold purpose 
will motivate the program. It will reflect something of the 
first year’s study for the children as they look at their priv- 
ileges in a world-wide perspective. It will forecast priv- 
ileges and joys that are still in store for them and for others 
whom they ought to enlist in their groups. It will be a 
festive occasion on which to bring in offerings which they 
have been gathering throughout the year in gratitude for 
special blessings they have received. The containers for 
these offerings will be made by the children themselves 
following instructions which will be furnished leaders 
through the office of The Children of the Church. A climax 
of the worship will be the consecration of the offerings 
which will be used for the regular objectives of The Chil- 
dren of the Church. 

The whole program will be unique and will bring joy 
not only to the hearts of the children but to their pastors, 
their leaders and their parents. 


How You May Help 


Work with children always involves co-operation on the 
part of adults. Where does the pastor come into this plan? 
Not in the preparation of a special sermon. Not in making 
the arrangements for another meeting unless it is to be held 
in his church. But in announcing it, in encouraging the 
leaders, in co-operating wherever possible. If he has a car, 
his will probably be one of the very welcome aids in trans- 
porting children, as his car always is. Leaders will have the 
primary responsibility in getting together and planning the 
programs and in supervising the children as they carry 
them out. Parents may assist in many ways as well as in 
seeing that children get to the festival. 

Pastors, parents, leaders of children and the young people 
of our Church go to conventions, conferences, and rallies 
and find real joy in them and profit by them. Let us give our 
children a similar privilege in The Children of the Church 
Festivals. 
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IN THE WORLD’S EYE 
Julius F. Seebach, Philadelphia, Pa., “Paragraphs” 
Men, Movements, and Occasions About 
Which People Read 


India’s Continued Need of Britain is being impressively 
demonstrated during these days of human exasperation and 
strife. The recent bloody riots in Burma between rival 
faiths, the constant and increasing clashes between Moslem 
and Hindu in many parts of India, indicate what may be 
expected if Britain’s rule were finally withdrawn. Before 
the native population could rule India, their varied native 
groups, racial divisions, antagonistic castes and fanatical 
cults would have to learn to rule themselves in harmony 
with others. The unequal administration of justice im the 
native independent states—many of whose rulers are ex- 
travagant, absentee lords—adds to Britain’s difficulties, and 
excites turbulence among the people they govern. Gandhi’s 
latest achievement through his hunger strike illustrates the 
point. Britain has served notice upon the native princes that 
they must set their houses in order, concede a measure of 
popular representation, stay at home to govern, balance 
their budgets and lessen their exactions. This is unwelcome 
advice, and grumblingly received, but it was sorely needed. 
In the meantime, the All-India National Congress, though 
formidable in criticism and resistance, is still far from 
wielding a decisive influence in a large national way—not 
only because it speaks for little more than a majority of 
the population, but even more because that majority is 
greatly paralyzed by the narrowly local interest of most of 
its members, and the sullen religious strife that constantly 
smoulders among them—Moslem, Sikh, Jain, Hindu ever at 
each others’ throats. 


Harvard Has a Professor of History whose recently pub- 
lished catalogue of wars, and intra-national conflicts pre- 
sents some surprising conclusions. The analysis covers “902 
wars and 1,615 internal disturbances over a period of 2,500 
years.” It should be noted that the records that follow, of 
course, do not run parallel in time. The professor’s cal- 
culations indicate that Spain has engaged in war during 
67 per cent of her existence; England, 56 per cent; France, 
50 per cent; Russia, 46 per cent; ancient Rome, 40 per cent; 
Italy, 36 per cent; Germany, 28 per cent, the smallest in 
Europe’s catalogue; the United States, 14 per cent since the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence. Another sur- 
prise lies in this finding—that the war index for the twen- 
tieth century indicates “a total eight times greater than all 
preceding centuries.” This sounds like another item in the 
world’s present craze to break records. 


Terror for Subjugated Spain Follows Hard upon General 
Franco’s victory. The “blacklist” card-index of nearly 
3,000,000 “criminals,” which has been industriously compiled 
in Burgos (Franco’s capital), and is still growing, is busily 
engaged with its deadly work. This list classes as “criminal” 
all Free Masons; “those who remained abroad after July 
18, 1936” (the beginning of the rebellion); all who “have 
not combatted it” (the Loyalist government); all who had 
any part, however humble, in that government; of course, 
all who bore arms as well as those who voted for the Re- 
public. In order to be thorough-going, Franco’s “Law of 
Political Responsibility,” from which these “criminal” items 
have been taken, is framed to be retroactive to October 
1934, almost two years before the rebellion began, and 
classes as “criminals” all over the age of fourteen. Already 
the blacklist has wrought its desolation in Barcelona, where 
American reporters were “held off by bayonets from enter- 
ing certain quarters of the city” while the process was going 
on; and now it is busy everywhere. There is no place for 
mercy; in fact, the very suggestion is resented. The Count 
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of Romanones asserts (February 1), “We must mistrust 
humanitarianism.” Another Franco spokesman says de- 
fiantly (March 7), “The great democracies can keep their 
humanitarian manoeuvers for themselves.” 

Prominent clergy and laity in America have addressed 
a solemn appeal to Pope Pius XII, who recently invoked 
the blessing of “divine assistance” upon Franco. The ap- 
peal in part reads: “We respectfully urge Your Holiness 
to raise your voice against the unchristian reprisals with 
which General Franco threatens his Republican brethren.” 
Since Pius XII has been enthusiastically touted as a “Pope 
of Peace and Justice,” he has a fine chance to make good 
under ideal conditions, especially since Franco and his 
cohorts are blessed as valiant defenders of Holy Church and 
Holy Faith, and are praised as loyal and obedient sons of 
the same. That Church and that Faith, it should be remem- 
bered, bear the name of Christian. 


Those Who Think to Find Relief From the high cost of 
living by going Communist should consider Russia. There 
income taxes begin on incomes of $600 a year at a rate of 
eight-tenths per cent of the total. Since the tax is assessed 
and collected monthly, a deficit for the year would not save 
you. By the time the income reaches $250 a month, the tax 
rate is 34% per cent. You may project the further rate of 
increase on larger incomes. Of course, there are minor ex- 
emptions for the support of children, for students, inventors 
and some professions. Those whose enthusiasm has already 
carried them into Communist party membership here 
already have a taste of what to expect. Their dues run as 
follows: For a $15 to $25 weekly wage, yearly dues are $13; 
from $25 to $30, dues are $26; from $30 to $40, dues are $34; 
from $40 to $50, dues are $52; for all weekly incomes over 
$50, dues are added at the rate of $52 for each $10 weekly 
increase. In Russia they furnish a further measure of relief 
which would likely be applied here later. Government pro- 
cedure, deliberate and unintended, has a way of reducing 
wages and other income in so many other ways that you 
really won’t have near as: much to pay as you might other- 
wise. That sort of governmental consideration you may 
have here, if you want it, or let it come. 


Those Who Fish in Lake Erie, off Toledo, should put mag- 
nets on their lines, and catch something more immediately 
valuable than fish. They could get some worth-while point- 
ers from the junk-men who are industriously exploring the 
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bottom of the lake for scrap iron. These scavengers have — 


already located two large “nests” of shells, about five miles 
off shore. At present prices for scrap iron, these shells are 
worth about $250,000. There is no mystery attached to the 
find. The discovered shells are merely the product of the 
proving-ground .located at Toledo during the World War, 
and were fired during the testing of the 165 millimeter can- 
non. They represent part of the necessary waste demanded 
for efficiency in fighting; but this makes it none the less 
waste. 


Threats of Impending War Are Rapidly tending to change 
the customs of court and official circles. Our State Depart- 
ment has just sent 2,100 gas masks, as a first installment 
likely, to the various American embassies, legations and 
consulates in Europe—this for the protection of our officials 
and their attendants. Consider the drab and antediluvian 
appearance threatening once proud court levees, where the 
great, the near great, and those who wish they were nearer, 
posed and strutted in gorgeous uniforms and dangling 
orders. When mustard-gas-proof garments and asbestos 


robes must become the order of the day, while queer tapir- — 


like helmets furnish only dim windows and narrowed view, 


courts might as well return to the haunts of the cave- — 


dwellers from which they once hopefully came. 
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CHRISTIAN FUNERALS 


Pastor Edward K. Rogers, Warren, Pa., Approves Discrimination 


AT THE LAST convention of the United Lutheran Church 
an Order of Burial Service was adopted to be used in cases 
where the deceased is not a confessing Christian or has been 
unfaithful to his confession. We think that a wise move, and 
the service is now in use in our parish. Indeed, the Service 
of Burial for members of the church cannot be used with 
honesty at the burial of one who has turned his back on 
Christ and His church. Our service takes for granted that 
the deceased has been one with faith in our Saviour and 
Redeemer. Using it for some persons whose names are on 
the church roll often is far-fetched, but other use of it is 
foolish. 

The whole question of evangelical funerals needs some 
thought, and we invite you to consider the question with a 
broad mind. They are fast becoming meaningless, and both 
laity and pastors are to blame. Because of the wasteful 
expenditures and foolish sentimentalism and questionable 
sermon-eulogies, we have left definite instructions for a 
simple burial when our Day of Presentation arrives. 


Purpose of the Service 

Why do we evangelicals have burial services? To comfort 
the bereaved, to pay tribute to the Christian faith of the 
departed, and perhaps to challenge the living. Now what 
Christian comfort can there be for those who mourn the loss 
of one who has neglected Christ? What Christian tribute 
can be paid where there has been no sign of vital faith? 
How much challenge can be given to the living in this day 
when it is a “crime” to speak anything but soft and sweet 
words at a funeral? The living would be reached more 
quickly if they were brought to realize that they cannot 
refuse Christ in this life and then expect to hide behind the 
skirts of Christian “respectability” at the time of death. Turn 
to your New Testament and see what the price of such 
refusal and neglect of Christ is. Being baptized or confirmed 
years ago and then neglecting the Christ and the means 
which He has given to encourage faith is being guilty of 
such neglect. 

There is a tendency among many evangelical groups to 
give the privileges of the church to everyone, regardless of 
confession and faith. That is just what the devil and the 
world want—a church which makes no distinction between 
those who have faith in Christ and confess it and those who 
refuse to welcome such faith. The thing has gone so far that 
people outside of the church expect that they shall have 
most, or all, of the privileges of those who confess and wor- 
ship in the church. What Christian reasons can be advanced 
for such foolishness? None, except that the Christian religion 
has come to the place where it does not seem to mean much 
to many. . 
Undeserved Privileges 

It seems that anyone without a sign of vital faith, any 
loose person, any criminal, dead without repentance, can 
secure a burial of some Christian sort. We have heard min- 
isters eulogize people who have had no real faith until it 
has seemed the venerable parsons would strain them- 
selves trying to lift that soul into the good graces of Christ. It 
was all much worse than a Catholic mass for the dead which 
we hold to be useless. What result can come of most of this 
religious mockery unless it be that people are encouraged 
to continue in their neglect of Christ? We feel that is a very 


' definite result. 


It seems to me that to live without Christ and then die 
expecting or making no provision for other than a Christian 
burial, is about one of the biggest bits of hypocrisy one can 
indulge in. Yet that is what many do. They expect to “buy” 
a Christian funeral. How often the pastor hears, “How much 
do I owe you?” Innocent words with some, but they betray 
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an attitude, perhaps an unconscious one, with many. We 
hasten to say that no amount of money can “pay” for a 
Christian funeral where there has been no faith. In other 
cases where there is faith Christian tribute and comfort are 
the right of the bereaved. 


A Matter of Paying 

A former member of this parish was asked by a layman 
to return to his confession of Christ in the church. His 
answer was, “Why should I? When I die the pastor will bury 
me for five dollars.” He was at least honest, but the devil 
will get his soul unless faith springs up within him before 
the Call. We consider the practice of people “paying for” 
burials and church services, and willingness of ministers to 
take the money, a most obnoxious practice which savors of 
the buying and selling of salvation and the ministry of the 
church before the Reformation. We hope it will stop. 

We long for the day when confessing Christ in the church 
will mean more than it does now. Things are at low ebb. 
Yes, there are many whose names are on church rolls who 
have no saving faith. That will always be, but the church 
should be careful to impress upon people that their spiritual 
neglect separates them from the church on earth as well as 
the church eternal. Parish rolls should. be cleansed. One 
pastor expressed the views of others when he said he thought 
not more than a fourth of the members had saving faith. 

Yes, it ought to mean something to belong to the church. 
The Lutheran Church especially should be careful about 
this.. Being a Lutheran is more than mere nationalism— 
being a German, Swede, Dane, etc. Being a Lutheran is 
more than being baptized and confirmed in the past, the 
vows and responsibilities of which have been shirked. Being 
a Lutheran means having an active, serving confession of 
faith. Unfortunately, the indifference which is bound to 
plague state churches has led many Lutheran people into 
a spiritual condition which is anything but promising. We 
thank God that membership in our Lutheran Church really 
depends on confession, not on folk custom! I do not mean 
to disparage any national group but I do wish to point out 
a shortcoming of national churches. They also have their 
good points. 

Proper Discrimination 

We cannot help but agree with our United Lutheran 
Church when she prepares and recommends a different 
order of burial for those who are not faithful followers of 
Christ in His church. We also have requested for some time 
that where the deceased is not a member of this church 
or a Lutheran in good standing somewhere else, that the 
name of the church and pastor be omitted from printed 
obituaries. We have never refused to conduct a funeral, but 
we have requested that some distinctions be observed. To 
use the name of the church or pastor points to membership 
in the church in question, or it should. We serve where we 
can, but we feel that persons outside of the church should 


not march at certain times under the name of the church 


which they refuse to use in the way Christ would have 
Her used. 

What is written herein is directed at no one, but at all 
indifference and indifferent people. We hope you will think 
in an open-minded way on the matter and then turn your 
soul toward Christ and encourage others to do so. Of course, 
anyone has a right, in a way, to refuse to open His soul to 
Christ, but let such a one play a consistent game in life and 
beware of hypocrisy at the end of it. 

This may strike close to you and we ask that you pray 
for those who have little to do with Christ. I would also 
have you know that it strikes close to me also. But Chris- 
tian faith must come to mean something, and Christ desires 
to welcome every soul to the rewards of faith. On the other 
hand He has forbidden that the spiritual “pearls” be thrown 
to us if we insist on being spiritual “swine.” 
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SIMPLICITY IN CHURCH MUSIC 


By Utricu Leupotp, Pu.D., Toledo, Ohio 


SmmpPLiciry in church music constitutes one of the main 
objectives of the Lutheran Church Music Institute. Every- 
thing that is being done in this summer course can be seen 
under the viewpoint of cultivating the plain and simple 
style in church music. 

Today I would like to tell you about similar tendencies in 
Germany, since the work in Lakeside has not been in- 
fluenced by the recent musical developments in the country 
of the Reformation. On the other hand, the renaissance of 
Lutheran church music has advanced farther in Germany 
than in this country. It may be worth while therefore briefly 
to review the influence that the German Youth Movement 
had on Lutheran church music within recent years. 

When speaking of the German Youth Movement, we would 
think of young people who seek a new way to nature, hiking 
through the countryside, living in primitive simplicity, 
wearing national costumes, and cultivating the folk-dance 
and folk-song. In its early beginnings this movement often 
may have the appearance of silly romanticism. But in the 
time of Germany’s deepest suffering during and after the 
war it purged itself and proved to be one of the most solid 
pillars of spiritual life in Germany. That is true primarily 
of one of the branches of the Youth Movement, the so- 
called Musical Youth Movement or Singing Movement. 


Century Old Chorales 


The men who first began to seek out the sources of the 
old German folk-song hardly knew what they were doing. 
But these sources very soon proved strong enough to give 
life and to renew every phase of musical life. It gave people 
a new taste and conception of music and made them ap- 
preciate the old music of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies in a new way. People-who never had any connection 
with church life would sing the old chorales with enthu- 
siasm and would devote serious study to the biblical com- 
positions of Heinrich Schuetz, the great Lutheran composer 
of the time of the Thirty Years’ War, and his contem- 
poraries. Special choirs were formed which devoted them- 
selves exclusively to this music, singing it as a new mes- 
sage. It should be understood that this whole movement 
was by no means highbrow. It was carried on by young 
people, often uneducated boys and girls, who had no inter- 
est whatever in resuscitating historic music, but who sang 
the old chorale or the music of Heinrich Schuetz because 
it seemed to be a music that spoke to them. 

The Musical Youth Movement did not actually discover 
this old music. It was really brought to light by musical 
scholars during the nineteenth century. Nor was this move- 
ment the first to discover the delights of choir singing. You 
know from your own experience the importance of the 
“Gesangvereine” (singing clubs) in German-American 
communities that reach much farther back. In what re- 
spect, then, did the Youth Movement actually bring about 
a renewal that has left its impress upon all branches of 
church music in Germany? What was new here over against 
the traditional music clubs? Someone has given the answer: 
“We did not meet in order to sing, but we sang because we 
were together.” 

This simple statement implies that the new trend in the 
Youth Movement was a social one. Its musical impulse 
resulted from a new relation between society and music. 
One ean say that social reform was really the main ob- 
jective of the Youth Movement in Germany—not in the 


[This article was a paper read before the Summer School of the Synod 
of Ohio at Lakeside-on-Lake Erie last summer, by Dr. Leupold, who is 
the Minister of Music at Augsburg Lutheran Church, Toledo, Ohio. Ep.] 


sense of a new social program, for the Youth Movement 
did not lay down principles to be applied generally; but it 
did put new social forms into practice within its own ranks. 
These young people developed their own pattern of living 
together. In this way music received a new place. Music 
was no longer performed for its own sake or for the sake of 
the thrill or enjoyment that it gives, or for beauty’s sake. 
But it became an expression of this communion or fellow- 
ship. 
A Resemblance 

You will always find that a circle of human beings de- 
velops its own language. And this language is marked by 
utmost brevity and simplicity. A family, for instance, has 
its own language. Here, a single gesture, a move of the 
head or of the hand, a short word, often means more than 
long explanations that a stranger might give. And this family 
language is a very individual one, although it does not 
originate consciously. 

Now the same is true of the musical language of an in- 
timate circle of people. Music here casts off all unnecessary 
pomp and ornament. It becomes simple. The whole develop- 
ment of music during the eighteenth and nineteenth cen- 
turies presupposed the separation between performers and 
listeners. It was the intention and the task of the performer 
to captivate, to enthuse the listener. And the listener in 
turn went to a concert with the expectation of being 
charmed, of being enchanted into the magic spell of music. 
For this reason the composers and performers of music 


had to make it more and more attractive. The orchestras © 


were enlarged, the instrumental colors refined, the har- 
monies became more and more intricate. It is enough if we 
recall the names of Richard Wagner or Richard Strauss; 
for they characterize this development of exaggerated emo- 
tional thrill in music. 

But all this refinement of modern music seems senseless 
and even silly in the very moment when people sing for 
the sake of singing and not for the sake of a listener. A 
group of young people singing together for their own en- 
joyment without anybody listening in will not feel the need 
to enhance the expression of music. In a group where peo- 
ple know each other and agree together, honesty demands 
the use of the simplest musical language. No one is sup- 
posed to be impressed artificially. It would be senseless to 
“put on a show” in music here. There is no audience that 
has to be enhanced by this show. But the most natural and 
simple musical language will do its best. That is the reason 


why the secular as well as the spiritual folk song became - 


the favorite music in the youth movement. 


Simplicity and Honesty 

I might say: Simplicity in music means honesty in music. 
An honest man always will be simple in his manners. The 
same is true of music. Musical simplicity has nothing to do 
with musical poverty. A man can be simple without being 
simple-minded. That’s also true of music. If the Musical 
Youth Movement found itself in opposition to the inflated 
and bombastic style of the late romantic music, it by no 
means strove for a music without feeling and content. 
The young people who had witnessed the tragic catastrophe 
and suffering of Germany during and after the war when 
everything idealistic seemed to break down, had no interest 
in the hollow pathos and exaggerated emotion of the con- 
temporary opera and symphonic music. But they thought 


of a music that could be a confession or a symbol of their 


fellowship, a music that could give a deeper sense to their 
companionship. Again this tendency involved simplicity. 
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For the composer who wants to express the creed of a com- 
munity of people has to renounce everything that appeals 
to the individual taste, restricting himself to the most neces- 
sary elements. He has to act like an artist who does not 
paint a picture but who designs a symbol, a coat of arms. 
The simplicity required for this task is really the greatest 
art. It requires a maturity of art to bring everything into 
the shortest formula. Simplicity does not indicate poverty. 
It can be accomplished only by the ablest artists. 

The German Youth Movement found a music with these 
qualities in the old church music. This music really is a 
music of confession. The old composers don’t pour out their 
individual religious feelings to the listener. They don’t seek 
to stimulate the feeling. As a matter of fact they are not 
concerned whether anyone is listening: their music is written 
to be enjoyed by the people who sing it. That is why they 
clothe the words with very simple and objective music. 
The compositions that the Lutheran Church Music Institute 
has been studying are not at all without emotion. But this 
emotion is hidden like a hidden fire. That’s why this music 
sounds chaste and pure. It gives expression to the simple 
‘words of the Christian message, like the creed gives ex- 
pression to our faith in a brief and impressive form. 


Original Significance Retained 

As long as you look upon the simplicity of the old masters 
as imperfection, giving proof of the primitiveness of a past 
century, you will never appreciate it. The Youth Movement 
in Germany brought about a renaissance of this music be- 
cause it appreciated its essential simplicity. In other words, 
their choirs did not try to modernize the music by giving 
it an indivdual interpretation. They performed it in the 
same quiet and objective way in which it is written. This 
way of performing again was not the result of any the- 
oretical opinion, but it followed naturally from the fact 
that they sang for themselves, not for anybody else. There 
was no leader necessary who would exhaust himself leading 
the choir to his own interpretation with violent gestures. 
But they had enough confidence in the music that it would 
take care of itself, and so they sang it in the simplest way. 
And strangely enough, in this way the old music appealed 
to the listeners too. 
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It is the task of young people to seek. When they have 
found, they are no longer young people. When the Youth 
Movement had finally found the fulfillment of its ideals in 
the old masters of church music, it no longer was a youth 
movement. Its work shifted into the work of the church. 


MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
(Continued from page 2) 
inarians must be set on fire with love and devotion to Jesus 
Christ and His cause in all the world. They will then kindle 
the same fire in their congregations. Better Every Member 
Canvasses, more prayer and earnest devotion to our promo- 
tional plan will produce results. The synods are ready to 
co-operate and would welcome and follow any suggestions 
which the Church may make. An effort throughout the 
Church to interest God’s people to tithe their income for the 
benefit of congregation, synod and U. L. C. A. is favored. 


Constituent Synods 

The Committee on Constituent Synods reported gratifying 
progress in adjustments of boundaries of synods which have 
overlapping territory, and encouraging developments in the 
movement for the merging of some of the synods in the Mid- 
west. Attention was given also to plans for helpful service 
in supervision of its work by the Manitoba Synod in its vast 
missionary territory. ; 

The officers reported that a schedule for the visitation of 
synods by representatives of the U. L. C. A., under appoint- 
ment by the Executive Board, had been completed and that 
all representatives and synods had received full information 
concerning items to be presented. (See schedule below.) 


Work Among Negroes 

The Committee to which the report of the Commission on 
Work among Negroes in the South had been referred, re- 
ported that recent conferences with representatives of the 
American Lutheran Church had revealed possibilities of 
co-operation with that body in this work to such a degree 
that the Commission recommended the appointment of a 
new Commission to act with a similar Commission from 


the A. L. C. to study the possibilities 


SYNOD DATE PLACE 

California May 2-4 St. Paul, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Canada June 6 Ayton, Ontario, Can. 
Central Penna. May 15-18 Zion, Harrisburg, Pa: 

Florida June 12-14 Trinity, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Georgia-Alabama February 7-9 Redeemer, Atlanta, Ga. 
Illinois May 8-11 Trinity, Carthage, IIL. 
Indiana May 8-11 St. John, Napoleon, Ind. 
Towa May 8-10 - St. Mark, Dubuque, Iowa 
Kansas April 17-19 St. Mark, Kansas City, Mo. 
Kentucky-Tennessee May 23-24 Memorial, Nashville, Tenn. 
Manitoba July 1-5 Seminary, Saskatoon, Sask., Can. 
Maryland May 22-24 Messiah, Baltimore, Md. 
Michigan May 15-18 Ascension, Pontiac, Mich. 
Midwest May 31-June 4 Russell, Kan. 

Mississippi July 11-13 Grace, Laurel, Miss. 
Nebraska May 9-11 First, York, Nebr. 

New York June 5-9 St. John, Albany, N. Y. 
North Carolina May 31-June 2 St. John, Cherryville, N. C. 
Northwest May 2-4 Salem, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Nova Scotia June 23 St. Matthew, Rose Bay, N. S. 
Ohio May 22-25 St. John, Zanesville, Ohio 
Pacific May 9-12 Zion, Medford, Ore. 

Penna. Ministerium May 22-25 Trinity, Lancaster, Pa. 
Pittsburgh May 22 Zion, Greensburg, Pa. 

Rocky Mountain May 16-18 First, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Slovak Zion June 6-8 John Hus, Youngstown, Ohio 
South Carolina January 31 Ebenezer, Columbia, S. C. 
Texas Apr. 30-May 2 First United, Dallas, Tex. 
Virginia January 24-27 St. Mark, Roanoke, Va. 
Wartburg June 6-8 Good Shepherd, Chicago, III. 
West Virginia August 28-31 Jackson’s Mill, W. Va. 
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REPRESENTATIVE 
Dr. S. T. Nicholas 
Dr. A. A. Zinck 
Dr. J. J. Scherer, Jr. 
Mr, A. P. Black 
Dr. W. H. Greever 
Rev. F. E. Reinartz 
Dr. H. H. Bagger 
Mr. A. P. Black 
Rev. F. E. Reinartz 


and to report on such results as the 
study produces. The Committee on 
Boards and Committees was appointed 
as the U. L. C. A. Commission for this 
study. 


New Statistics 


The Secretary released summaries of 
the statistics for 1938 as they will ap- 
pear in the 1940 Year Book. The fol- 


Dr. W. H. Greever ; i ; 

Dr. F. H. Knubel lowing items are of general interest: 
Dr. J. L. Morgan Baptized, 1,635,965, a gain of 36,863; 
‘Dr. Robbin B. Wolf confirmed, 1,147,544, a gain of 22,145; 
Dr. J. Sittler, Sr. communing, 780,736, a gain of 25,922; 
Dr. A. M. Knudsen benevolent contributions, $2,755,001, an 
Mr. J. K. Jensen increase of $142,451; total expenditures, 
a ee anaes . $16,793,777, a gain of $378,233. 

Dr. H.H Wageer The following elections were de- 
Dr. A. E. Bell clared: 

Dr. M. R. Hamsher Dr. J. P. Nielsen of the United Danish 
Dr. S. T. Nicholas Lutheran Church to represent the U. D. 
Dr. P. H. Krauss L. C. in the Board of Foreign Missions 
Dr. J. C. Kinard of the U. L. C. A. 

Dr. S. T. Nicholas Judge J. L. Almond and Mr. Eugene 
rine Ls oe ae Rights to membership in the Board of 
Mr. A. % iin - American Missions. 

Dr EG. Miller The Board voted to omit the July 
Dr. H. H. Bagger meeting and to hold its next meeting in 
Dr. F. H. Knubel Philadelphia, October 12, 1939. 
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THE LOOK BEYOND 


WE aLL meet him: the person who is severely practical 
and proud of it. He takes life seriously. Business is busi- 
ness, not a matter of imagination. And today is today. To- 
morrow, when it comes, will bring problems but they will 
yield solutions to the extent that they are subjected to cold 
reasoning and a minimum of sentimental trust in or for 
others’ rights and contributions. A majority of the people 
of whose attitude toward life the above sentences are de- 
scriptive are the pride of their communities and the source 
of caricatures such as one finds among the characters in 
Dickens’ novels. Sinclair Lewis, in so far as a couple of his 
numerous books are known to us, builds upon this “practical 
character” his sarcastic stories of American life. 

The most frequent expression of a religious principle by 
these very “practical” persons is likely to be the golden 
rule. Why is it, we wonder, that this single teaching of 
Jesus, “Do unto others as ye would that they should do 
unto you,” is nearly the most quoted verse of the New 
Testament? It can only have the “practical” content that 
our Lord intended it to have, when it is not “safety first” 
from the evil of our world, but a system of obedience that 
begins with the beatitudes and ends in a cost-counting sur- 
render to the teachings of Jesus. The Golden Rule of the 
New Testament is an article of faith in God, not an abstract 
basis for a code of conduct. 

What gives real distinction to the Christian’s way of 
action is the place given to what one might call time. He 
can put the past into relation to the present, but what makes 
him a little lower than the angels is his ability to value what 
is in the future. Therein man exhibits an initial superiority 
over the “beasts of the field.” Some of them know how to 
bury a bone or follow the weather to obtain food or to 
hibernate. Only man can plan ahead for generations yet 
unborn. But such “natural” ability is only a symbol of the 
attribute which is spiritual. By spiritual discernment we 
foresee the survival of the soul: we have an inner testimony 
of its superiority to disease and death. 

Have you subjected the people who state their disbelief 
in the survival of the soul to critical tests? It is our obser- 
vation that the conclusion, “Death is the end,” is an admis- 
sion of failure, the sort of failure that is a reflection of short- 
sightedness, false thinking and sinful action. Whether it is 
one or all of these, it is an infidelity to God’s handiwork in 
creation and to Jesus’ provision for the future of spiritually 
endowed beings. The expectation of a future life is the only 
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attitude which correctly interprets both nature and revelation. 

Any person with the wisdom to discern the moral beauty 
of the Golden Rule, ought, at the same time, be able to see 
that it seeks nothing from our imaginations. Its only re- 
lationship to the future is secondary: it is thought of as a 
quality by which men and women can be classified by stand- 
ards of conduct. It includes no promise of an inheritance 
for the soul. He who proposes appreciation of doing unto 
others as he would be done by does not thereby establish 
a claim for his soul after death. 

Why does not the fallacy of claiming to deserve the favor 
of God on the basis of the Golden Rule become evident when 
it is studied? We have no reason to think that the Chris- 
tian Church deceives its members on this point. Surely the 
Gospel is plain enough when it reveals the merit of Christ 
as the eternal righteousness of man before God. We have 
never heard a Lutheran sermon that substituted for divine 
grace the human goodness that living by the rule implies. 

If there is failure on the part of those presenting the Gos- 
pel, it probably involves an insufficient valuation of the 
power to look ahead that is ours by divine grace. When we 
vision a blessed hereafter and learn that it becomes the 
inheritance of all who entrust their spiritual future to the 
Son of God, we put to the proper use the imaging power 
of persons born after the spirit. We do not refuse to lift 
up our eyes. Paul’s exhortation “to seek those things which 
are above where Christ sitteth” is as practical as the Golden 
Rule and really applicable to spiritual life. 


“NOT SLOTHFUL IN BUSINESS” 


THE SCHEDULE of events on the program for May for mem- 
bers of The United Lutheran Church in America disproves 
the theory that Easter is followed by a period of resting. 
The fact is that some of the most important items of the 
business of the church are done after the celebration of our 
Lord’s resurrection. We ask our readers to follow our 
listing of the approaching activities of our Church. 

Of primary importance, we are tempted to assert of first 
importance, are the graduations from our theological sem- 
inaries and our colleges. From these hundreds of young 


men and young women will emerge after seven or four - 


years of directed study. They are all indebted to the past 
and present generation of Lutherans by whom our educa- 
tional institutions were established and maintained. They 
owe a debt to those who have been guides and teachers that 
is beyond estimate in dollars and cents. They have also the 
treasure that accrues from association with fellow students. 

We thus state the giving to those graduated by our schools 
less for the benefit of those who receive than to indicate to 
the church what our schools do for the young folk who are 
their students. Excepting the direct ministry of the Word 


and Sacraments in the congregations, we doubt whether 


any co-operative enterprise of the Christian Church is as 
richly and promptly fruitful as are these colleges and sem- 
inaries. We declare bluntly that the difficulties encountered 
in their financial support is a reflection upon the sound 
reasoning powers of the members of U. L. C. A. congrega- 
tions. They should have a definite place in every budget. 
Next to graduations are the conventions of our synods 
that are numerous in this season. During May you will learn 
of the program of World Service which will be indorsed 


to you by the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World 


Convention. The Parish and Church School Board is de- 
scribing the development of literature and apparatus for 
“The Children of the Church” and the Board of Social Mis- 
sions, through its Committee on Evangelism, will announce 
the plans for a church-wide appeal to non-churched people 
next October. In short, every member of the U. L. C. A. 
can find food for thought, reasons for prayer, and calls for 
religious work announced by Tue LuTHERAN between now 
and June 15. It is crowded with opportunities. 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


TuE first group of reports of accessions appears in this 
issue: there are 543 pastorates and the total of additions to 
congregations’ rolls is 19,851. It is an encouraging first in- 
stallment. 

To us in the office of THe LuTuHERAN the period after Easter 
during which returns on accessions are arriving in every 
mail is exciting. It resembles the hours after an important 
election when reports of voting for candidates are received 
and studied. For example, in the first installment of last 
year and in that of this year, 543 parishes were heard from. 
But this year there were 11,267 accessions by adult baptism 
and confirmation, while last year the number was 10,865, 
an excess this year of 402. But transfers this year were 
fewer than in 1938. The figures are 8,584 and 8,831. As 
to infant baptisms 1939 has the more favorable record— 
7,908 to 7,642. 

Explanations are sought though not always convincingly 
found. As to infant baptisms the simplest in the past has 
been the declining birth rate. If the next three tabulations 
show more infant baptisms than last year (as did this first 
one) we shall need to seek for information. It should mean 
that more babies are born or more regard for regeneration 
and infant baptism has been developed. 

That accessions by transfer were fewer this year than last 
probably indicates that the economic situation in the latter 
part of 1938 was more uncertain than in 1937. The average 
of annual per capita giving is always less in times of financial 
stress than when business is at least moderately encourag- 
ing. Ability to respond to appeals for money are not as 
welcome in bad years as in good ones, and some folk who 
have moved from one address to another stay away from 
church and from membership because it seems to spare 
them from a kind of social humiliation. They continue in 
“secret membership” and from their group a certain per- 
centage is later won back to active allegiance, when their 
circumstances appear to them more favorable. 


New York Fair’s Temple of Religion 
You perhaps recall a bit of verse that ran: 


“There was a Duke of Yorkshire; 
He had a thousand men. 
He marched them up the hill 
And he marched them down again. 
And when they’re up, they’re up, 
And when they’re down, they’re down; 
And when they’re only half way up, 
They’re neither up nor down.” 

Those eight lines have occurred to us as we have under- 
taken to make some sense out of the article in this issue of 
which the heading is “Temple of Religion.” It is descriptive 
of a feature of the nearly completed New York World’s 
Fair, for which we asked through the News Bureau of the 
National Lutheran Council. Mayor La Guardia is credited 
with having said it will give the Fair a soul. The origin of 
the spiritual entity thus titled and related to the remainder 
of the project of celebration we cannot discover from the 
article. The nearest approach to the religious organizations 
any of us know is the provision of offices “where a priest, 
minister and rabbi may be stationed to give to all who wish 
it information or advice.” After you have read the article, 
try to figure out what kind of advice a priest, a minister and 
a rabbi would feel empowered to give, if all that is de- 
nominational or interdenominational is ruled out by the 
Fair’s regulations. And figure with what directness and 
vigor a clergyman would present his message on Sunday at 
1.00 P. M., “at which time there will be an hour’s program 
consisting of organ and choral music interspersed with a 
speech by a clergyman or some prominent lay leader.” If 
there is any opportunity that inspires a clergyman to do his 


best, it is an occasion when his discourse is “interspersed”! 


re 


Lesson for Church Leaders 


It is very improbable that the article procured by our 
News Bureau for THe LUTHERAN’Ss readers reflects the senti- 
ments about religion of all those who are laboring success- 
fully to give New York a great exhibition. Certainly in the 
ambitious effort to depict the “World of Tomorrow,” if the 
prospectus of the Temple of Religion is reliable, the factor 
of religion was sadly neglected. If the article on page 8 
even approaches accuracy, little will be done for the world 
which “needs religion as never before.’ Even paganism 
cannot be nourished by interspersed addresses in which no 
identifying convictions are stated and no specific allegiances 
are proclaimed. Hamlet with Hamlet left out would only 
mildly resemble such a caricature of faith in God, even 
such as is obtained from the regime of creation. To put the 
truths revealed by our Lord into such a smear as is pro- 
posed is both an insult and an impossibility. 

Our personal recollections cover the span of American 
expositions from the one that occurred in Chicago in 1893 
to the mammoth celebration of that city’s first settlement 
which drew millions of visitors in the years 1933 and 1934. 
In 1893 an ambitious effort to exhibit Christianity and 
non-Christian cults was undertaken in Chicago in what was 
known as the Congress of Religions. We remember after 
the close of the fair that one Swami Viva Konandra (the 
correct spelling has been forgotten) made a profitable lecture 
tour and spoke about the characteristics of Hinduism. In our 
town, at least, he gained no converts. In the last Chicago 
Century of Progress exhibition, a building was erected and 
space in it taken by various Christian and non-Christian 
sponsors. It gave the Lutheran constituents of the National 
Lutheran Council and of the Missouri Synod the oppor- 
tunity to place displays under one roof without exciting the 
fury of the elements nor the destruction of the building by 
fire rained down from heaven. And to further complicate 
conditions, the Jewish section was across the aisle and 
Christian Science “just around the corner.” And no rioting 
nor even milder disturbances due to sectarianism or de- 
nominationalism resulted. 

In our opinion, it is lucky for the world at large that those 
who have made the rules for New York’s Temple of Religion 
are not surgeons. The method apparently adopted to avoid 
sectarianism is the parallel of amputating a leg to stop 
rheumatism or puncturing the eardrums to keep a patient 
from hearing jazz music. 

That comment on mistaken precautions leads us to sug- 
gest to the authorities in New York’s “World of Tomorrow” 
demonstration that they abandon their effort to provide 
tomorrow with religion. 


TEMPLE OF RELIGION 
(Continued from page 8) 
God the Father Almighty. The National Conference of 
Christians and Jews will present programs every Tuesday 
afternoon and evening with the end of promoting justice, 
amity, understanding and co-operation amongst religious 
people, without seeking uniformity or union of religious 
bodies. In summing up the ideology of the Temple of Re- 
ligion, its president, Mr. William Church Osborn, declares: 
“Seldom has the future been more clouded with uncertain- 
ties. Our achievements toward a better and more satisfying 
life are seriously menaced. Insidious influences attempt, to 
tear down the structure our fathers have erected, stone by 
stone, during the past 150 years. The ‘World of. Tomorrow’ 
needs religion as never before. It needs its stabilizing in- 
fluence. It needs the fundamental faith in God that builds 
character of citizenship. For character alone is the basis 
on which we can solve the great problems confronting us.” 
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THE SHOME (CIRCLE 


“MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE 
LORD, ALL YE LANDS, SING FORTH 
THE HONOR OF HIS NAME; MAKE 
HIS PRAISE GLORIOUS. THE LORD 
HATH SENT REDEMPTION UNTO 
HIS PEOPLE. HALLELUJAH! 


Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, 
Your sweetest notes employ, 

The Paschal victory to hymn 
In strains of holy joy. 


How Judah’s Lion burst his chains 
And crushed the serpent’s head; 
And brought with him from death's 
domains, 
The long-imprisoned dead. 


From hell’s devouring jaws the prey 
Alone our Leader bore; 

His ransomed hosts pursue their way, 
Where he hath gone before. 


Triumphant in his glory new 
His scepter ruleth all, 

Earth, heaven, and hell before him bow, 
And at his footstool fall. 


While joyful thus his praise we sing, 
His Mercy we implore, 

Into his palace bright to bring 
And keep us evermore. 


All glory to the Father be, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory, Holy Ghost, to thee, 
While endless ages run. Alleluia! 
—St. Fulbert of Chartres, 1000. 


CONCERNING WATCH 
JEWELS 


” 


THE TERM “jewel” in a watch movement 
must be taken literally. The small pre- 
cious stones are drilled to receive the 
pinions or axles of the wheels, the object 
being to provide a bearing that will not 
corrode and will not wear away easily. 

The garnet is the least valuable of these 
jewel settings, but some of the minute 
sapphires and rubies used in the bearings 
of a watch are good enough for the setting 
of a ring. 

For the most part, however, these frag- 
ments of precious stones are off color, the 
sapphire especially being pale to insig- 
nificance, but at the same time harder 
and better for watch jewels because of 
this light color. 

Each stone is shaped to a circle and 
bored through the center, each boring 
being just a little less than the diameter 
of the pinion used in the factory where 
it is finally to be placed in the upper or 
the lower plate of a watch. 

The immediate setting for the watch 
jewel is a minute cylinder, brassy in ap- 
pearance, but really of soft gold com- 
position. Before the jewel gets to the 
setter it has been put into a lathe, and 
by means of a minute steel point covered 
with diamond dust and oil the center has 


By Mrs. W. L. HUNTON 


been enlarged to fit the steel pinions which 
shall be housed in it. In the hands of the 
setter the cylinder is put into a lathe. 
With a moistened finger the jewel is 
picked up and placed inside the cylinder 
as it rests upon the tip of the revolving 
lathe shaft. With a pointed tool the setter 
presses against the revolving cylinder edge, 
forcing the soft metal to overlap and close 
upon the sapphire or ruby until it is em- 
bedded firmly in the metal cushion; then a 
pressure upon a follower at the other end 
of the lathe brings a cutter to bear upon 
the metal circumference, turning it to the 
exact size of the jewel hole in the plate 
of the watch, with the hole in the center 
of the jewel.—Selected. 


THE SUN BEADS OF EMAH 
By Elsie Robertson 
(Concluded from last week) 


Emauw’s face fell. His mind became busy 
thinking. Had the great Captain made a 
mistake? He was quite sure that he him- 
self had made none, for were there not 
twenty-one sun beads in his right-hand 
pocket, and not one in his left? Suppose 
the white men had forgotten to count a 
day, and he should be carried past the 
place where they had promised to set him 
ashore? He trembled at the very thought, 
and gazed longingly across the endless 
stretch of ice. He imagined the frozen 
landscape looked familiar, and he became 
nearly frantic at the thought that he was 
being taken beyond the home of his people. 

Suddenly his face lighted. The North 
Star was skirting the edge of the long, 
ragged float, scraping the ice occasionally. 
If the channel stayed narrow like that, 
when darkness fell Emah could scramble 
down the ship’s ladder and go ashore. Ah, 
that was what he would do! It was twenty- 
one suns by his tally of sun beads, and he 
would leave the ship that very night. 
Everything was ready. He had only to 
wait for the darkness. 

But the hours dragged more slowly than 
ever, and at supper time the boy could not 
force himself to eat. He seemed to loathe 
all thought of food. He wandered rest- 
lessly up and down the deck, feeling as if 
something terrible were about to happen. 
Darkness came at last, and still that scrap- 
ing sound of ice along the vessel’s sides 
told him they were skirting the float. To 
see was impossible. He waited his chance 
and, when the night watch was forward 
and the deck deserted, he hastily snatched 
up his precious oilskin bag, stole silently 
to the ship’s side, and began to descend 
the ladder. 

He was as supple and agile as a monkey, 
and he went down, down, until he felt the 
swish of icy water around his feet. Even 
then he dared not let go, lest he slip into 
the water and be swept under the ice. He 
must either return to the deck or hang on 


until he heard the ship scrape the icy mass. 


again. He decided to hold on, and pres- 


ently he felt sudden jarring as of ice be- 
low, and to his alarm, heard a sound of 
voices on the deck above. He threw his 
bag far out across the ice, set his teeth 
hard, and jumped into the darkness. 

Unhurt, he picked himself up and groped 
for his bag. Not finding it within reach, 
he gave up and crouched, waiting for day- 
light. It required courage and patience, 
but dawn soon came. Recovering his bag 
at the edge of the ice, he began to take 
bearings, and discovered that the float to 
which he had jumped was almost entirely 
surrounded by water, only a narrow neck 
of ice connecting it with the shore. He 
started at once on what he thought would 
be a very short journey to his people. 

Poor Emah! Little did he dream that 
his home village still lay two hundred 
miles away to the north. His heart was 
light as he set forth, and soon he had 
gained the wide, level float that hugged 
the shore for hundreds of miles. All day 
long he tramped, stopping only when forced 
through sheer fatigue to do so. Nightfal 
found him within sight of no living thing. 
He had put on his fur suit and did not feel 
the cold, but he was very hungry and very 
tired. He curled himself up in a ball to 
await the coming of daylight, for he could 
not sleep. 

The brief, dark hours soon passed, and 
again he started on his way. He could not 
travel so fast now, for he was tired and 
hungry. By noon he came to an open 
stretch of water which was impassable. He 
would have to turn for several miles to- 
ward the land; but first he must stop for 
a bite to eat. He would fish. True, he had 
no bait, but he knew how to get around 
that. He took out rod, hook, and line, tore 
a strip from one of the handkerchiefs a 
kind lady had given him, fastened it to the 
hook, and dropped the line into the water. 
The next moment he had drawn to the ice 
a struggling silvery fish, while the water 
about him was suddenly alive with dozens 
of leaping bodies. He forgot his hunger in 
the excitement of such sport, and before he 
put up his rod, the first two or three fish 
he had caught were frozen hard. 

But they were just as good that way, 


and gave him renewed strength. He must ~ 


have covered more than thirty miles that 
day. That night he slept well, though he 
had begun to worry lest, after all, he had 
made a mistake in not sticking to the ship. 

As he set forth on the morning of the 
third day he wondered how much farther 
he would have to go. It was long past 
noon before he came to a strip of open 
water, and again stopped to fish. In a 
short time he had a goodly number, and 
was about to gather them up when some- 
thing in the distance sent cold shudders 
down his back. It was a polar bear, and 
it was moving in his direction! Hastily 
gathering up a few of the fish, he left the 
rest on the ice and hurried away as fast 
as he could go. 


Long before night came, he dropped to 


the ice, too tired to go another step. He 
slept the sleep of exhaustion, but awoke 
early the next day. Not a living thing was 
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in sight on the wide expanse around him. 
Would he never reach the end of his jour- 
ney? He dared not stop to fish, lest the 

dreaded bear overtake him. So he strug- 
' gled on, following the edge of the ice near 
the open water, hoping that he might have 
time later on to catch a few fish. He 
fancied he saw the bear moving toward 
him. Meanwhile he was becoming weaker 
and weaker from exertion and lack of 
food. At times there was a wave of dark- 
ness before his eyes. At last he felt he 
could go no farther. He stumbled, his 
knees gave under him. If only he had 
trusted his good friend, Captain Graydon, 
and stuck to the ship! 

“Good-by, Emah!” he said aloud, as his 
eyes turned longingly toward his home 
and his people. He waved his hand in 
farewell, a mist rising before his eyes. But 
what were those black specks in the dis- 
tance? He rubbed his eyes hard and looked 
again. The black specks moved—they were 
hurrying toward him—they grew larger 
every moment! He made a last effort and 
waved his hand aloft. Several hands waved 
back, a volley of shots rang out on the 
clear air, and he turned to see a huge, 
white fur-clad animal galloping away 
across the ice. 

“Rmah! Emah!” A voice was calling his 
name. At last he recognized his friends. 

It was a searching party from the North 
Star. A few moments more, and one of 
the men had the boy in his arms and was 
bearing him to their camp, some miles to 
the north. Many hours had passed before 
Emah had been missed from the ship, but 
as soon as his absence was discovered, 
Captain Graydon guessed the truth and 
sent a crew of picked men back to look 
for him. 

The North Star awaited them at Disco 
Bay, and in due time—though it was 
twenty-eight days instead of twenty-one 
—Emah was restored to his people. He 
gave the wonderful hunting knife to his 
father, divided most of the fishhooks among 
his brothers; gave the candles and the 
sweets to his mother, and to each of his 
sisters and girl cousins a string of the 
glittering, many-tinted beads. He was the 
hero of his tribe. 

“And who is to have those?” his mother 
asked, as she glimpsed some loose, shining 
beads in the palm of his hand, as if they 
were very precious. 

“These I keep,” said Emah with dignity. 
“They are. the beads of the sun.”—Selected. 


SIT UP STRAIGHT 


Gop mabE your backbone to be erect, and 
not curved or hunched. He formed it of 
several bones, so that it would bend to fit 
different positions, but the natural posi- 
tion is erect. Sit straight, so your lungs 
will have room to work in. Your lungs 
have two sets of cells, one for air, the 
other for blood, separated by a membrane. 
The blood must come in contact with the 
air, and take from the air the oxygen. 
When you stoop you cannot get air enough 
to purify the blood; these little cells are 
squeezed together. Give the lungs room 
enough to pump in all the pure air they 
need, and to do this you must sit and 
stand straight.—Selected. 
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MAMMA’S LAP 


I Know a place I love the best 

When I’m in trouble or distressed, 
For any sorrow or mishap 

There is no place like mamma’s lap. 


When I fall down and bump my head, 
When kitty scratched me till it bled, 
When Johnny sometimes gives a slap, 
I always run to mamma’s lap. 


When, after running round all day, 
My little feet are tired of play, 
How nice to take a cozy nap, 

All cuddled up in mamma’s lap. 


I like to ride on papa’s foot, 
Perched like a fairy on his boot. 

I like to hear his watch case snap; 
But then he hasn’t got a lap! 


And when I want to hide my eyes, 
When in my throat that lump will rise, 
(She never says, “Don’t muss my cap!”) 
There’s nothing quite like mamma’s lap. 


And when I’ve naughty been, and wild, 

And am a sorry little child, 

I feel her arm around me wrap. 

O, then, how good is mamma’s lap! 
—Youth’s Companion. 


WHAT ARE LITTLE BOYS 
MADE OF? 


TuIs Is the story of a little boy who got 
out of the wrong side of the bed! I am 
afraid it was not the first time Paul had 
done that either. “I’m going to be naughty 
today,” he cheerfully told Ann when she 
washed his face that morning. 

Ann looked grave. “Little boys who talk 
so end in tears before bedtime,” she re- 
plied. 

But Paul did not feel at all like tears, 
but like teasing. Betty and Cousin Joan 
wanted to amuse themselves and Paul 
thought girls were silly. Betty sometimes 
cried when he called her names, but 
Cousin Joan always answered back. She 
called after him today in answer to his 
teasing, “Snips and snails and puppy dog 
tails.” Paul didn’t care. He rather liked 
snips and snails. 

To begin with, he walked along the vine 
border because it was forbidden. Thomas, 
the gardener, was waiting to speak to him 
when he reached the wall. 

“That’s a funny thing, Master Paul,” 
said he. “I just cut this here little bunch 
of grapes for you, being as they hung too 
thick, but after you treatin’ the poor old 
vine so bad these grapes go elsewhere.” 
And he put that nice little bunch in his 
basket as he walked off. 

“Silly old Billy,” murmured Paul. But 
he would have liked those grapes. 

Later he spied the doll family, and a 
grand idea for teasing came to him. Select- 
ing the little girls’ best dolls, he tucked 
them into his belt and began to climb the 
cedar. He could climb like a squirrel, and 
he went ever so high. Then he scrambled 
as far as he dared along one of the 
branches and hung Selina and Belinda by 
their flaxen hair from the strongest twigs; 
he had scarcely gotten down when the 
little girls came running out. They sighed 
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aloud when they saw Paul. It was Joan 
who beheld the awful sight of the hanging 
favorites. She shed real tears then, and so 
did Betty. 

“All their hair will be pulled out,” sobbed 
Betty, “and their new frocks spoiled.” 

Joan’s anger was hot. “You’ve got to 
go up and fetch those dolls at once,” she 
said. 

And as Paul was a little afraid of Joan, 
he climbed the tree. He disentangled 
Selina’s hair and was about to free Belinda 
when—it was a rather thin little bough 
Paul had balanced on, and Selina had 
nearly fallen on to Joan’s upturned face. 
In grabbing to save Selina, Paul jerked, 
the bough cracked, and with a yell of 
terror down came Paul, heels over head, 
topsy-turvy onto the ground, with Selina 
and Belinda on top of him. 

“He’s killed!” screamed Betty. “O dar- 
ling, darling Paul.” 

Joan was practical. She made a rush for 
the house and nurse. Paul wasn’t killed. 
He had broken his leg. 


* * * * * 


Ann had been right. He did cry before 
bedtime, and it was worse than crying for 
poor Paul. It was pain, such bad pain, 
which the doctor said he bore quite bravely 
and called him a plucky little man. And 
Betty and Joan waited on him so kindly 
during those long weeks. He had half ex- 
pected Joan to say, “It serves you right,” 
but she did not say it. She did not even 
seem to think it. 

And although they were terribly long 
weeks, they were not wasted weeks, for 
Paul was learning three things—patience, 
gratitude and gentleness: Joan was quite 


‘outspoken about it that day when Paul 


thanked her and Betty for bringing him 
so many raspberries. 

“We love to wait on you, poor Paul,” 
she said, “because—isn’t it rather funny? 
—your poor, broken leg has turned you 
from snips and snails and puppy dog tails 
to sugar and spice and all that’s nice!” 

How they all laughed! But Paul grew 
anxious. 

“Do you think I’m getting girlish?” he 
asked in such horror that the little girls 
had to laugh again as they assured him 
he wasn’t that at all, but the nicest boy 
that could be. 

I believe that was worth having a broke: 
leg for!—Selected. 


STARGAZING 


I Love to gaze and watch the stars 
That light the midnight blue, 

And from the way they blink at me 
I think they see me, too. 


Were I a shining little star, 
Tll tell you what I'd do, 
I’d drop just halfway down to earth, 
To get a better view! 
—By Marjorie L. Morgan. 


Parpa—Bobby, if you had a little more 
spunk, you would stand better in your 
class. Now, do you know what spunk is’ 

Bobby—Yes, sir. It’s the past participle 
of spank, : 
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THE LUTHERAN 


The Gospel Reaches Europe 


The Spirit Guides Paul Into a Foreign Field 
By D. BURT SMITH 


Acts 15: 36; 16: 4-15. 


Tue GOSPEL in Europe! That means much 
to us for it was from Europe that gospel- 
believing people came to America. Had 
not the Spirit directed Paul to Europe, our 
relation to Christianity might be different 
today. The Gospel has influenced every 
part of Europe; Christianity has been well 
established there. It is having a hard time 
just now; we wonder what the outcome 
for Christianity and the Christian Church 
will be. The totalitarian states presume 
to be self-sufficient without the Gospel, 
and the church must serve the state to 
be tolerated at all. Is the fault with the 
Gospel? Have its devotees made a mess 
of living the Christian life? Why is im- 
pending war the chief concern of European 
nations where the Gospel and the church 
have been fostered and supported for cen- 
turies? But we turn from the present con- 
dition in Europe to review the account of 
how the Gospel first reached Europe. 


Paul Plans 


Wisely Paul proposed the second mis- 
sionary journey. He planned to visit the 
churches they had started, going as far as 
Antioch in Pisidia, and then entering new 
territory as preachers of the Gospel. A 
dispute over the fitness of John Mark to 
make this second trip separated Paul and 
Barnabas. Paul chose Silas as companion 
and began the journey. At Derbe they 
took Timothy into their company. This 
young Christian was well trained from 
childhood and stood well with people who 
knew him best. He proved to be a faith- 
ful companion and worker. Paul was an 
educated man. He knew his geography. 
He thought through the world situation 
and decided to what places it would be 
best to go. Evidently Paul was not drawn 
toward Europe. His plan included some 
provinces in Asia Minor. This seemed the 
strategic course to follow. If Christianity 
were well distributed through that region 
its influence would gradually extend to 
more distant lands. Paul planned as a far- 
seeing man of affairs would plan. But it 
seems he had not reckoned on God’s plan. 


The Spirit Directs 

Paul left a copy of the Jerusalem de- 
cree, concerning the right of Gentiles in 
the church without conforming to Jewish 
rites, with the churches. The Judaizing 
problem was by no means disposed of; 
the churches needed this decree to help 
them. Paul’s planned journey was broken 
up. In some way the Spirit directed him 
away from the places he had planned to 
visit and led him on to Troas, a coast town 
with a good harbor. It must have been a 
bit trying to Paul to give up his well-laid 
plans for the apparently futile plan of the 
Spirit. Paul had no thought of crossing 
into Europe. Troas did not present oppor- 
tunity comparable with other towns where 
Paul planned to go. But Paul followed the 
direction of the Spirit. Just why he did 


this is not told, for. the readers were to gs 


The Sunday School Lesson for April 30 


take it for granted that whatever the Holy 
Spirit does is best, and that a good mis- 
sionary takes direction from the Spirit 
without murmur or question. The vision 
at Troas, part of the Spirit’s means of 
directing Paul, turned Paul’s attention to 
Europe. The urgent request of the Mace- 
donian immediately became the rule for 
Paul’s succeeding hours and years. Europe 
was in need, was asking for the Gospel; 
Paul had no alternative but to get there 
as quickly as possible. Clearly Luke joined 
the group at this time. The “we” passages 
here begin. Luke no doubt was taken on 
by Paul as his physician. So the four— 
Faul, Silas, Timothy and Luke—accepting 
the direction of the Spirit made their way 
to Philippi, an important, fortified city in 
Macedonia. This was indeed a venture on 
faith. Paul heeded the Spirit’s guidance. 


The Reward Comes 

Philippi did not seem very promising. 
Paul’s practice of starting with the Jews 
in each new field, using a synagogue 
usually, had to be changed in Philippi. 
There were not enough Jews there to 
maintain a synagogue. So when the Sab- 
bath came the only place of public worship 
was outside the city along the river. There 
a few worshiping Jewish women were 
found, among them being Lydia, a business 
woman from Thyatira. She worshiped God, 
having become a proselyte to the Jewish 
religion. Whatever disappointment Paui 
may have felt at not finding a promising 
group of Jews worshiping in a synagogue 
in Philippi, he made the best of his op- 
portunity and gave his message to the 
women. Whether others believed we are 
not told, but Lydia was outstanding in her 
response. Less would be expected from 


THINK OF THESE 


GREAT coop would result if the world’s 
leaders today were ready to follow the 
Spirit’s direction. 


Count it no sacrifice to supplant your 
own plans with a plan God offers. 


Unexpected calls to service provide many 
of our choicest opportunities to earn sat- 
isfying rewards. 


The Gospel fits all the world, but not all 
who have it live up to its requirements. 


We pray for world leaders. It would 
mean more if they prayed for themselves. 


To be prayed for is one thing; to pray 
for self is another, a better thing. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


“Come ... and Help Us.” Acts 16: 6-10. 
The Conversion of Lydia. Acts 16: 11-15. 


. Paul in Prison. Acts 16: 19-25. 

The Jailer Saved. Acts 16: 26-34. 
at. The Gospel in Berea. Acts 17: 10-12. : 
The Gospel for Every Land. Psalm 67: 1-7. 


gmyans 


Casting Out the Evil Spirit. Acts 16: 16-18. 
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her than from Jewish-trained women. She: 


believed, was baptized, and offered her 
house as headquarters for the missionaries 
while in Philippi. Her conversion was fol- 
lowed by the consecration of herself and 
property to the cause of the Gospel. 

Imagine Paul engaged in thankful med- 
itation at the end of that Sabbath. One 
conversion to his credit—his first reward 
in Europe, an evidence that it was wise 
to follow the directions of the Spirit. The 
Spirit refused to let him go where he had 
planned to go, but directed him to a 
European town, and there he won a Gen- 
tile woman from an Asiatic province. Later 
Paul could list the Philippian jailor as a 
reward of his work under the direction of 
the Spirit. Surely thereafter it would be 
easier for Paul to put aside his own plans 
and follow the Spirit’s directions. 


THE CHILDREN OF 
THE CHURCH 


When to Meet 
WELL, have you spoken to your pastor 
about The Children of the Church? What 
did he say? 


My pastor said, “I think it is a splendid 
thing. The sooner we get started the bet- 
ter. And,” he added deliberately, “I ap- 
point vou as the congregational secretary 
of The Children of the Church.” 

I congratulate you. Were you expecting 
him to say that? 


No, indeed, I was. not! But I have be- - 


come so much interested in The Children 
of the Church that I am very happy to do 
anything I can. I’d like to ask you now 
about our meetings. How often should 
they be held? 

Details of The Children of the Church 
have been left as flexible as possible. Meet- 
ings may be held at any interval. Some 
groups are holding them monthly. But if 
at all possible they should be held at least 
weekly. 


I had a monthly meeting in mind. 
Won't it be hard to find something for the 
children to do every week? 

On the contrary, The Children of the 
Church literature that is being issued 
takes care of your entire meeting for you, 
with session materials covering informal 
moments as well as more serious ones. The 


monthly meeting is really the more dif- 


ficult, because it is hard to keep interest 
alive in the long interval between meet- 
ings. Besides, the work of The Children 
of the Church is educational, and the chil- 
dren need weekday religious education at 
the very least once a week. 


What time in the week would you sug- 
gest holding the meeting? 

That all depends on your local situation. 
Some churches have tried Saturday morn- 
ing with success. Some churches have 
found it satisfactory to have The Children 
of the Church meet after Sunday school 
during the hour of morning service. The 
commonest time is after school on a week- 
day, the children coming to the church 
from school. 


Perhaps the last will suit us best. 
talk it over with the pastor. 
Turopore K. FINcK. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN TrRaAver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


LIFE SERVICE DAY 
MAY 7, 1939 


Lesson:. Matthew 10: 37-39 


There is no such thing as an easy-going 
Christianity. Jesus wanted His disciples to 
understand this. Many of them would be 
tried by the fires of persecution. They 
would never have the right to claim de- 
ception on His part. He invited them to 
follow Him, but where? Calvary was His 
destination. He told them this without any 
equivocation. 

How different is our method of per- 
suading men to follow Christ. We are too 
much like salesmen who color the facts 
to make a sale. We offer men almost 
everything but the privilege of carrying 
a cross when we seek them for our 
churches. We do not tell them that even 
family ties are not as important as our 
tie to Jesus Christ. We do not insist that 
the formula of Paul applies as surely to 
the life of a Christian in 1939 as in his 
day: “For me to live is Christ and to die 
is gain.” This accounts for thousands of 
lapsed members or our books, for the com- 
promises we are constantly making with 
the world in our churches. The motive 
for the Christian life is love for Christ. 
This love must be supreme. He would be 
all in all to us or nothing. No treatment 
of life service dare begin elsewhere. 


Definitions 


What is life service? Here are several 
definitions: “Living as Jesus lived, doing 
the work He did, and seeking to realize 
the goals He sought to realize.” “Life lived 
in fellowship with Christ and in devotion 
to His purposes.” “The unselfish use of 
life for others, for Jesus’ sake.” “The joy- 
ous investment of life in the building of 
the Kingdom of God among men.” Any 
one of these definitions would be allowed, 
but which do you prefer? And why? Or 
do you have a better one? 


Service and Salvation 


In the Lutherai: Church we have been 
very fearful of the word service. There is 
historic reason for this. The Reformation 
was developed upon the basis of the truth 
that we are justified before God by faith. 
Work-righteousness became a heresy to 
be avoided at all costs. It was thought, 
too much emphasis upon good works, or 
the life of service, might mislead men into 
thinking it was the way of salvation. It is 
good that the Luther League founded a 
department of life service. No Reforma- 
tion doctrine is compromised. We do not 
believe that our service will save us. 
Christ’s service saved us once and for all. 

Life service is the service of saved lives. 
It is an outcome of salvation, not the means 
of salvation. It is the fruit of Christian 
love. It is the life to which Christ has 
called us. If we love Him we will follow 
Him, bearing the cross. Thomas a Kempis 
said that we made ‘the cross real to us, not 
by arguing about it, or even by brooding 


over it with a hushed spirit. Only by 
carrying the cross after Him can we know 
the joy of true fellowship with Him. Then 
the cross becomes real as life itself, indeed 
it is life for us. Losing life we find life. 
Giving up all for Christ we gain all. 


The Quality Standard 


Someone has said that “One’s life is his 
capital.” By this definition life becomes 
more than the circumstances of life. Our 
life is not just the reflection of the age in 
which we live, or of our country, or of our 
race, or of our educational advantages, or 
of our material possessions. Personality is 
what counts. Anatole France said, “Men 
are always smaller than they seem.” What 
a cynical generalization! Some men are 
smaller than they seem, but vastly more 
men are bigger than they seem. For we 
see too plainly the circumstances in which 
men live. We judge their value from the 
size of their position, or by their service- 
ableness to their world. God judges men 
by the way they use what they have. No 
two-talent man is judged by a five-talent 
standard. 

Apply this thought to the Christian 
Church. Who are the greatest in the King- 
dom? We should be inclined to select this 
great pastor or that outstanding layman. 
Their service to the church is invaluable. 
Do we know how many talents, how many 
advantages God has given them as their 
endowment for life? It may be that our 
judgment is right. Many of our church 
leaders have come to leadership by the 
hard way. It is certainly the glory of the 
church that men o’ ability consecrate their 
services. But in tle eyes of God a church 
janitor, or a humble teacher of a Bible 
class, may rank with the recognized great. 

Greatness in the Kingdom is judged by 
the greatness of a man’s love for Jesus 
Christ. If that love is supreme, then the 
life will be supreme. The talents, few or 
many, will be as fully consecrated as hu- 
man frailty will permit. The quality 
standard for life service is love for Christ. 


Vocational Questions 


Dr. James I. Vance tells of a luncheon 
with a minister friend in Pittsburgh. It 
reminded him that his friend had been 
practicing law for six years, with little sat- 
isfaction to himself. Then one day he said 
to his pastor: What would you say if I 
should drop the law and enter the min- 
istry? His pastor said, “Fine! Great! I 
will help you all I can.” Then he went 
home to his wife and said, “Wife, I be- 
lieve I will drop the law and become a 
minister.” His wife answered with tears 
in her voice, “Oh, I have been praying 
you would find yourself one day and now 
you have.” To his great surprise he found 
the way smoothed out for him at every 
turn and after a few years of preparation 
he was preaching the Christ he loved. 

Changes in vocation are not so simple 
as that for most people. Nor are they all 
so evidently in the plan of God. The best 
assurance that God has planned them so, 


are the open doors that make the change 
possible. Nor are we to become too gen- 
eral in our judgments as to the two voca- 
tions involved, the ministry and the law. 
We call the ministry a full-time Christian 
vocation while we consider the Christian 
service of a practicing lawyer as part-time 
service. The man who is where God wants 
him may be in either profession. 

God places His value upon a life of serv- 
ice according to the spirit that motivates it. 
One can well feel that a full-time Chris- 
tian vocation offers greater opportunity to 
build the Kingdom than part-time service. 
But many things enter into vocational 
choice. Our personalities, our tastes, our 
talents, our opportunities, our likes and 
dislikes, all these are signposts by which 
we may discover God’s way in our lives. 
Finally it is not the vocation that counts 
with God, it is what we make of it. Is 
there place in it for the follower of the 
way of the cross? Does it allow Christ 
to be first, supreme in one’s life? Can it 
be a means to glorify Christ and His 
church? Does it allow for “unselfish serv- 
ice for others, for Jesus’ sake”? To make 
this very personal—Does it offer to me the 
most “joyous investment of life in the 
building of the Kingdom of God”? 


Will YouP 
The trouble with most of our talk on the 


subject of life service is that it never leaves 


the academic. Our discussion must come 
down to the very personal level or it is 
just so much “hot air.” We are free to 
accept Christ or reject Him. We are free 
to devote our best service to Him and to 
His purposes. We may find that we are 
hedged in by circumstances that make us 
fee] that we are under a fate that denies 
our best service to Christ. J. R. Miller in 
his “Lessons of Love” quotes these lines: 


“I would have gone, God bade me stay; 

I would have worked, God bade me rest. 
He broke my will from day to day, 

And read my yearning unexpressed, 
And said them, Nay. 


“Now I would stay, God bids me go; 
Now I would rest, God bids me work; 
He breaks my heart, tossed to and fro, 
My soul is wrung with doubts that lurk 
And vex me so. 


“I go, Lord, where Thou sendest me. 
Day after day I plod and moil, 

But Christ, my God, when shall it be, 
That I may let alone my toil, 

And rest in Thee?” 


Hedging circumstances are God’s way of 
testing our devotion. It must always be 
His way with us. Will you accept His way 
for your life? 

* * * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, May°7 Chap- 
ter I of the Young People’s Elective, 
“Studies in Life Service,” United Lutheran 
Publication House, will give much addi- 
tional material. Next topic, “The Chris- 
tian Community.” 


20 


SYNOD OF OHIO NEWS 


By the Rey. Herman L. Gilbert, 
Publicity Director 


As ONE reaches the peak of the Lenten 
season on Easter Sunday, it is worth while 
to cast a glance backward in order to note 
the marked devotion and hard work of 
pastors and congregations during this 
period. Looking ahead we can see plans 
and programs 
which should 
bear fruit in our 
synodical and 
congregational 
life. 

A glance into 
the future re- 
veals another 
series of confer- 
ences on Parish 
Education 
throughout the 
state, Dr. GC. H. 
B. Lewis and the 
Rev. Arthur H. 
Getz, members of 
the staff of the Parish and Church School 
Board, will appear in central points to dis- 
cuss helpful programs with leaders from 
all organizations in the Church. Some 
dates in Central Conference are now cer- 
tain, according to the Rev. Joseph W. 
Frease, director of Parish Education in 
Ohio. St. John’s Church, Zanesville, will 
entertain a group April 23, while another 
will be conducted in Trinity Church, Ash- 
land, April 26, at 7.30 P. M. Fifth Church, 
Springfield, will be host April 25 at 7.30 
P. M. Leaders will be brought together 
in Newark, Cambridge and Coshocton on 
other dates according to ghe. Rev. K. J. 
Bishop of ‘Adamsville, 


The Rev. Melvin S. Lange of Parma re- 
ports in his parish bulletin, The Redeemer 
Lutheran, an important step forward for 
Lutheran music in Cleveland. The city- 
wide Luther Leagues will sponsor a Choir 
Festival for all United Lutheran choirs of 
Cleveland April 30 at Messiah Church, the 
Rev. Joseph Sittler, Jr., pastor. Each choir 
will have the privilege of singing one num- 
ber and then the entire group will unite 
in singing a final anthem under the direc- 
tion of Prof. Olaf Christiansen of Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music. 


Dr. J. S. Herold of Trinity Church, 
Toledo, will be the guest preacher for the 
fortieth anniversary celebration of the 
present edifice of St. Paul’s Church, Mans- 
field, the Rev. Herman L. Gilbert pastor. 
Dr. Herold served this parish from 1907 to 
1914. The formal worship service was held 
Sunday, April 23, and a reception and re- 
union of confirmation classes will be an 
event of April 28. A silver communion tray 
and forty glasses were presented as a 
memorial by three members of the con- 
gregation and were dedicated Good Friday 
evening. 


REV. H. L. GILBERT 


A reunion of all confirmation classes was 
observed in First Church, Mansfield, April 
16, beginning at 6.30 P. M. George H. 
Hoover, prominent layman, was in charge 
of the arrangements. 


Alumni of Wittenberg College who live 
in Richland, Ashland and Crawford coun- 
ties, will gather for the annual banquet 
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Baptisms; 8,584 Received by Letter and Otherwise. Total, 19,851. 
Infant Baptisms Number 7,908 
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and meeting Tuesday evening, April 25, 
in the Southern Hotel in Mansfield. Dr. 
J. P. Schneider, head of the English de- 
partment at the college, has accepted the 
invitation to speak. 


Weekly bulletins and parish newspapers 
received by this news bureau indicate a 
wide usage of printed and mimeographed 
materials to promote the activities of the 
congregations. Lenten services were an- 
nounced in unique ways this year. Along 
with the appropriate folders, which have 
been in general use for years, there has 
appeared a Lenten and Easter wall card 
from the hands of the Rev. Frederick M. 
Otto of Fremont. This year Albrecht 
Duerer’s head of the Christ was used on 
the first sheet with a verse of the immor- 
tal Passion choral printed below. An an- 
nouncement of services was made on the 
back. The ever useful blotter was called 
into use too in order to carry messages. 


Dr. Wayne O. Kantner of First Church, 
Tiffin, sent a timely invitation to his mem- 
bership relative to each week’s services 
on a one-cent card. Effective illustrations 
and good mimeographing helped in the 
appeal. 


Union Holy Week Services 


A majority of our pastors and com- 
munities participated in union Holy Week 
services but only a few can be recorded 
here. The fifth annual devotional service 
for Good Friday was conducted by Hope 
Church, Toledo, in the Doermann Theatre 
of the University of Toledo. The three- 
hour service was conducted by Pastor 
Walter W. Larson, assisted by Dr. H. Grady 
Davis of the Chicago Seminary. The Hope 


‘junior choir appeared Easter morning with 


new robes. 


In Mansfield union services were held 
in First Church from Monday through 
Friday at the noon hour. The Rev. J. E 
Marshall of St. Mark’s, and Dr. G. E. 
Swoyer of First Church, were among the 
preachers, while the Rev. C. F. Sheriff of 
St. Matthew’s was the chairman for Good 
Friday. Your reporter was general chair- 
man for the week’s services, which were 
under the auspices of the Richland County 
Ministers’ Association. 


Dr. Joseph Sittler, president of synod, 
supplied the vacant First Church, Cleve- 
land, during Holy Week and Easter. The 
Rev. Harold A. Sayles relinquished his 
work there March 1 in order to assume 
administrative and chaplain duties in Mt. 
Sinai Hospital of that city. 


Palm Sunday evening the three choirs 
of thirty-eight voices of St. Paul’s Church, 
Paulding, the Rev. Howard R. Kunkle pas- 
tor, presented “The Crucifixion” by Sir 
John Stainer. The Rev. D. T. Holland of 
Bryan served in the capacity of reader. 


From News and Views, neat appearing 
four-page bulletin of Christ and St. Luke’s 
Churches, Toledo, we learn that Pastor W. 
Stuart Anderson preached the meditation 
for the Palm Sunday Twilight Gospel Hour 
of the Inner Mission Society over Radio 
Station WSPD. Mr. Anderson exchanged 
pulpits with the Rev. William Brenner of 
Martin Luther Church March 8 for a 
Lenten service. Guest preachers for Thurs- 
day evening services in Christ Church 
during March were the Rev. Walter W. 
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Ebert of St. Matthew’s, F. E. Strobel, D.D., 
superintendent of Robinwood Hospital, and 
J. S. Herold, D.D., of Holy Trinity. 


Since the Parish house of the First 
Church, Troy, has been sold, the Rev. 
H. N. Gourley has been busy adjusting 
classes and organizational meetings to 
other quarters. Formerly a dwelling, the 
old brick building stood near the church. 
Mr. Gourley was hitting at the facts when 
he wrote in his Sunday bulletin recently: 
“There is something wrong with our re- 
ligious lives if we must always be urged, 
coaxed, bribed, or excited into attending 
church, praying, giving and exercising our- 
selves as Christians.” 


Women’s Activities 

Two outstanding Mission Study Classes 
were held in Central Conference during 
March. St. John’s, Perrysville, the Rev. 
George M. Schrack pastor, entertained 
women from Ashland County at an all- 
day meeting. A host of capable women 
unfolded mysteries surrounding India and 
Indian life. Mrs. E. G. Price of Lorain pre- 
sented a review of the book, “Dinabandhu,” 
by Ruth Seabury. 


The Missionary Societies of the five 
Mansfield churches combined for a study 
class in St. Luke’s Church, Dr. H. S. 
Garnes pastor. The meeting started in the 
afternoon, and was continued in the eve- 
ning, following a covered dish supper. 
Mrs. E. G. Price gave the book review and 
Mrs. Herbert W. Veler of Lorain, pres- 
ident of Central Conference societies, 
spoke on the United Lutheran Church in 
India. 


The Women’s Guild of Christ Church, 
Euclid, heard Pastor James L. Keyser’s 
appeal, and now the services are enhanced 
by purple altar hangings. Mr. Keyser as- 
sisted the Rev. Joseph Sittler, Jr., with 
the Messiah Church Ash Wednesday Com- 
munion. 


Attempting to reach a large number of 
Wittenberg College students during the 
Lenten season, the Lutheran Pastors’ As- 
sociation of Springfield circulated an in- 
vitation to Lutheran students through a 
committee, Dr. H. E. Crowell of St. Luke’s, 
and the Rev. John M. Recker of Fifth 
Church, urging them to take advantage of 
the services conducted in the ten Lutheran 
churches, 


The Rev. John W. Rilling, pastor 02 
Trinity, Lakewood, was kept busy attend- 
ing Good Friday services. He preached at 
the Lakewood Methodist Church at 12.00 
noon and at the Old Stone Church, Cleve- 
land, at 150 P. M. Although improve- 
ments and redecorating in Trinity Church 
were completed last summer, several re- 
cent additions have been made. A wrought 
iron railing has been installed at the front 
entrance of the church and a handsome 
pedestal for the altar cross has been pre- 
sented. 


Pastor C. E. Moore of the Brookville 
Parish led his people through a “Study of 
Great Paintings” in his Thursday evening 
services recently, using the general theme, 
“In the Shadow of the Cross.” 


The membership of Bethany Church, 
Cleveland, was given a rare opportunity 
to participate ‘r a vrogram of sacred music, 
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Sunday evening, March 5, when approx- 
imately 70 voices oi the junior and senior 
choirs presented “Church Music Through 
the Centuries.” Mrs. J. H. L. Trout, wife 
of the pastor, directed the group through 
measures of the Gregorian Chant of the 
sixth century. to modern twentieth century 
compositions. Miss Emily Spieth made 
valuable contributions on the organ. 


In several congregations where the 
Anniversary Appeal was not made in 1938, 
special Lenten offerings are being received 
for the cause of Home Missions. Such is 
the case in St. Luke’s and First Churches, 
Mansfield, and St. Luke’s congregation, 
Springfield. 


The Marion County Ministerial Associa- 
tion heard Dr. E. E. Flack of Hamma 
Divinity School speak on “The Second 
World Conference of Faith and Order,’ 
at its April 3 meeting, according to the 
Rev. John Himes, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Marion. 


WEST PENNSYLVANIA 
CONFERENCE NEWS 


By Alfred O. Frank, D.D. 


Pastors and lay delegates are looking 
forward to the second annual convention 
of the Central Pennsylvania Synod in 
Zion Church, Harrisburg, S. W. Herman, 
D.D., pastor, May 15-18. This meeting will 
be the first since the merger convention of 
a year ago and should prove an interesting 
convention. 


March 10 the first preparations for the 
Church Councilmen’s Conferences to be 
held this fall were made when the presi- 
dents of conferences met with Mr. Arthur 
P. Black, executive secretary of the Lay- 
men’s Movement. This “C. C. C.” program 
should receive the heartiest endorsement 
of all pastors and church leaders. 

The members of the committee from the 
West Penn Conference to prepare for the 
merger of the missionary societies are: 
Mesdames C. A. Neal, R. R. Gresh, H. D. 
Hoover and Erle K. Diehl, and Miss Grace 
M. Drayer. 


Camp Nawakwa, located on the territory 
of this conference, and one of the finest 
summer camps for our church youth will 
open June 19. This well equipped camp 
contains more than 100 acres; 46 build- 
ings; a cement pool, 278,000 gallons; ce- 
ment reservoir of 22,500 gallons; six 
springs; water system; disposal plant; 
upper temple; lower temple; four tennis 
courts; four badminton courts; two volley 
ball courts; two shuffleboard courts; two 
baseball diamonds. The immediate needs 
are: roofs on the cabins and hospital re- 
pair; better telephone service; bridge at 
exit; two new wire incinerators; 10-year 
emblem; workshop and tools. 


Paradise Parish, York County. The Rev. 
J. Elmer Leas was installed as pastor in 
the Holzschwam Church March 10. George 
W. Enders, D.D., retiring pastor, assisted 
the president of synod in the installation. 


New Oxford. The Rev. George E. Sheffer, 
pastor, observed the fifth anniversary of 
the erection of the new church with a 
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special service on March 19, the president 
of synod preaching the sermon. This prop- 
erty valued at $55,000 has a debt of less 
than $4,000; a splendid achievement. 


Hallam. St. James congregation, the 
Rev. Glenn T. Hafer pastor, recently dedi- 
cated a new altar as a memorial to the 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. A. E. Wagner, members 
of this congregation. Brass candlesticks, a 
credence bracket and offering plates, and 
three sets of paraments were also added. 


Hanover. The York District Luther 
League held their Lenten Fellowship Ser- 
vice with St. Paul’s League as host. The 
Rev. H. C. Kline of Shrewsbury, chaplain 
of the District League, was in charge of 
the service. The Lenten devotional spirit 
pervaded the meeting in a most wholesome 
manner. The address of the evening by the 
Rev. Carroll S. Klug, pastor of First Lu- 


theran Church, Chambersburg, on the 
theme, “Facing the Cross,” struck a high 
note of challenge to the youth. Every 


leaguer as well as every pastor who heard 
the message came away with inspiration. 
York District League deserves great credit 
for their fine, constructive work among 
the youth of the district. Every gathering 
is well planned and worth while. 


ALTOONA NOTES 
By the Rev. Paul Levi Foulk 


The Lutheran Church, Duncansville, the 
Rev. G. Blair Harmon pastor, on Easter 
Sunday dedicated a tablet to the memory 
of the Rev. Isaac Krider, for many years 
pastor of the congregation. Under his lead- 
ership the present church building was 
erected. The act of unveiling was per- 
formed by Miss Nancy Aultman, great- 
granddaughter of Pastor Krider. 


Lutherans of this community will be 
interested to learn that the present at- 
torney-general of Pennsylvania, Hon. 
Claude T. Reno, is an active member of 
the United Lutheran Church, a graduate 
of Muhlenberg College, Class of 1904. 


During this winter Mrs. Jacob Flegler, 
wife of the pastor of St. James Lutheran 
Church, has suffered the loss of both her 
parents. She is the daughter of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Emil Bockelmann, who died in 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Donald Geiger Raup of Altoona was re- 
cently elected treasurer of the Student 
Christian Association of Gettysburg Col- 
lege. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. M. J. 
Raup, and is a ministerial student. 


The Rev. B. A. Peters, pastor of Grace 
Church, has been invited to preach the 
baccalaureate sermon for the Altoona 
High School on June 4 at 2.00 P. M. We 
mention the time because heretofore this 
service was held at the morning worship 
hour. The school board, acting on request 
of the city ministerium, changed the hour. 
Altoona for the past few years has had 
more than 1,000 in the graduating class. 


The writer had the privilege of exchang- 
ing pulpits with Dr. M. Stanley Kemp, 
Hollidaysburg, one night during Holy 
Week. While looking around in the sanc- 
tuary before service, he discovered two 
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very important bronze tablets, both ded- 
icated to members of Zion congregation. 
The one reads: 

“In memory of the Rev. Elias Unangst, 
D.D., 1824-1903, Missionary to India 1857- 
1895. Founder of the Zenana Work at 
Guntur, Member of the Committee for revi- 
sion of the Bible. This tablet was placed 1928 
by five missionary societies of this church, 
of which he was a member.” Already our 
thoughts are turning more and more to 
India for the one hundredth anniversary 
of the establishment of our American Lu- 
theran work there beginning 1842 under 
“Father” Heyer, also a member of the 
Alleghany Synod, now Alleghany Con- 
ference. 

A daughter of Dr. Unangst, Mrs. W. I 
Woodcock, still lives in Hollidaysburg. 

The other tablet reads: “In memory of 
Robert Weidensall, LL.D., 1836-1922, Y. M. 
C. A. Pioneer. International service Y. M. 
C. A. 1868-1918. Father of college Y. M. 
C. A’s and Railroad Y M. C. A.’s This 
tablet was placed June 1928 by this church, 
of which he was a member.” I recall Dr. 
Weidensall as he appeared at Gettysburg 
College for some service in connection 
with the Y. M. C. A. building. 


Noon Lenten services held in First Lu- 
theran Church, the Rev. Luke H. Rhoads 
pastor, by the Lutheran pastors of Altoona, 
were more largely attended this year by 
40 per cent than in any of the preceding 
three years. 


The Rev. R. P. Knoebel, pastor of Bell- 
wood Church, proved a very fine exchange 
preacher at Trinity Church during one 
night in Holy Week. Mr. Knoebel is doing 
a fine work at Bellwood. 


A well-arranged thirty-fifth anniver- 
sary booklet came to my attention the 
past month. It was issued by the Church 
of the Redeemer, Harrisburg, the Rev. 
Alton M. Motter pastor. Mr. Motter is an 
Adams County boy who is making good 
to our state capital. 


THREE-HOUR DEVOTION 
SERVICE 


Irwin, Pa. The “Three-hour Devotion” 
was inaugurated at Irwin in Holy Trinity 
Church, the Rev. Paul N. Schnur pastor, 
on Good Friday. The service was spon- 
sored by the Irwin Ministerial Association, 
with eight local pastors, three of whom 
are Lutherans, taking part, and with ap- 
proximately 400 people in attendance. The 
service used was “Our Lord’s Seven 
Words” as arranged by George H. Schnur, 

D., of Erie, Pa. The pastor of the local 
Augustana Synod church assisted the pas- 
tor of Holy Trinity in the liturgical serv- 
ice. Even non-Lutherans were high in 
their praise of the service. 

At three services on Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday and Easter the church auditorium 
was filled to capacity, and extra seats were 
placed in the aisles. Accessions, including 
the confirmation class, numbered 47. The 
Holy Thursday and Easter communions 
were perhaps the largest in the history 
of the congregation. Including private 
communions administered, they totaled 380. 
Since the installation of the present pastor 
in May 1938 the accessions to the confirmed 
membership have, been 71. 
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CONFIRMATION AT THE 
PHILADELPHIA LUTHERAN 
SETTLEMENT 


THE MINISTRY of the Word and of merci- 
ful works is bearing abundant fruit at the 
Lutheran Settlement, 1340 Frankford Ave- 
nue, Philadelphia, Pa. Begun thirty-three 
years ago by the Philadelphia Inner Mis- 
sion Society for the purpose of helping 
under-privileged people in the name of 
the Lord Jesus—the work has become 
fruitful in consecrated Christian lives. The 
work of the Sunday school and church is 
only seventeen years old, This definite 
religious work came into being out of 
necessity and through the requests of those 
people whose lives the Settlement workers 
and their ministrations changed. 

In the beginning the Settlement directed 
these people to the nearest Lutheran 
Church. In most instances these people 
came back with the report that they did 
not feel comfortable because they were not 
as well dressed as others in the congrega- 
tion. At their request the Sunday school 
and congregation at the Settlement were 
formed. It is an institutional congregation, 
contributing benevolence to the United 
Lutheran Church and the various boards 
of the Church. 

Palm Sunday, April 2, twenty-five young 
people were confirmed, sixteen boys and 
nine girls. They had been instructed and 
attended classes since last October. Many 
of thera came from large families, there 
were two pairs of brothers and a brother 
and sister. In some instances home con- 
ditions were anything but helpful to Chris- 
tian character and life. The Settlement 
provided robes for all who were confirmed. 
In this manner the problem of clothing was 
greatly reduced. Six of the. confirmands 
were baptized at the Settlement, five were 
members of other Protestant churches, five 
were baptized in churches that had re- 
moved from this neighborhood, two were 
baptized at the time of confirmation. There 
were 303 persons present at this service. 
The Settlement Choir under the direction 
of Miss Violet Hughes, sang several ap- 
propriate anthems. There were 285 in at- 
tendance at Sunday school. 

On the first Sunday in Lent, following 
a period of seven weeks’ instruction, a 
class of nine adults was confirmed, two of 
these were received by adult baptism; one 
—a man of seventy-six years of age. 

We are pleased to report that a number 
of our young people trained at the Settle- 
ment House are serving as teachers and 
leaders in our religious classes, vocational 

ind recreational clubs. The ministry of 
the Word is bearing fruit. Sister Zedena 
Ross is the Directing Deaconess and the 
Rev. Frank M. Brown is the pastor. 

The pastor’s wife is an able assistant 
to him, as well as to the corps of 
deaconesses and social workers under the 
supervision of Sister Zedena Ross. 

Besides the activities every Lord’s Day, 
intensive work is being done daily as well, 
resulting in most commendable reports in 
every phase of the work. 

Pastor and Mrs. Brown reside at the 
Luther Hospice, southwest corner of 20th 
and Race Streets (Parkway Circle), where 
he is the head and director. The Hospice 
has proven to be a real Christian home 
for a large number of young men. 
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CONGREGATIONS 


Auburn, Pa. St. John’s is growing 
numerically as well as spiritually through 
the zeal and activity of the pastor, the 
Rev. Gilbert J. Martin, supported by the 
members. The active membership has 
more than doubled during this pastorate 
of five years. Palm Sunday added a class 
of five young people and seven adults, and 
a number were received by transfer from 
other congregations. The pastor reports 
well-filled churches at every service, and 
his Lenten services each Wednesday eve- 


| NEW YORK World’s Fair 


Visitors are invited to attend 


ST. PETER’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Lexington Ave. & 54th St. 


In the Heart of Manhattan 


Rev. Alfred B. Moldenke, Ph.D., Pastor 
Rev. W. John Villaume, Asst. Pastor 
SUNDAY SERVICES 


9,45; Az ML Sencce German 
LU eA MM oe eee English 


LOCKET 


WITH LORD’S PRAYER 


You will be delighted with 
this popular locket. Richly de- 
signed with a cross in the cen- 
ter. Made in 1/20, 12K gold 
filled and has an 18 in. chain. 
On the inside is the Lord’s 
Prayer in fine print. Fully 
guaranteed. Money refunded if 
you are not satisfied. No. 5L $1.85 
only $1.85. ___ Postpaid 


Walther League 


6438 EGGLESTON AVE., CHICAGO, ILL. 


A REAL VACATION 


Plan your vacation so that you will come 
back refreshed in body, mind and spirit. 


“MOUNT CARMEL” 


(Ten Weeks, June 17-Aug. 25) 


L. B. I.’s Summer School on beautiful 
Lake Carlos, Alexandria, Minn., and 
CISCO BEACH 
Lake Geneva, Wis. 

(One Week, Aug. 12-19) 
offer you such a vacation 


PROGRAM: Daily Bible Study Classes, 
Tennis, Swimming, Boating, Shuffle 
Board, Soft Ball. 

Everything new and clean— Cabins, 
Housekeeping Cottages. Space for Tents 
and Trailers. 

Write for special folder containing com- 

plete information. 


Lutheran Bible Institute 


1619 Portland Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 


RGEISSLER. INC, 


SDH AVE.NEAR DO SSE NEW ORK. 


i QOhurch Eurnishi ing 


IN CARVED WOOD AND |i Gi 
MARBLE 
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ning drew crowds that filled the church. 
His sermons were based on famous paint- 
ings of the Bible, each person present re- 
ceiving a copy of the picture on which 
the discourse was based. 

Pastor Martin is deeply interested in all 
youth activities and heads the American 
Youth Hostel Movement in this territory, 
and with Mrs. Martin makes every visiting 
member of the hostel feel at home. The 
Boy Scouts also occupy much of his time 
and support. During the past year ex- 
tensive improvements have been made to 
the church, which is owned and occupied 
jointly by the sister Reformed congrega- 
tion. The improvements were effected 
through the efforts of Pastor Martin. 


Charleston, W. Va. At Trinity Church, 
William P. Cline, D.D., pastor, the Broth- 
erhood conducted a campaign for new 
members, beginning March 5, the goal be- 
ing to add at least thirty new members to 
the congregation during the Lenten sea- 
son. Twelve members were received in 
the confirmation class, and the committees 
which worked faithfully and earnestly ex- 
ceeded the goal, thirty-three new mem- 
bers being the result. Trinity is happy to 
welcome this fine group, the largest num- 
ber to be received at one time since the 
congregation was organized. They expect 
to have another group ready for reception 
on Whitsunday, May 28. 

The Friday after Easter the Brother- 
hood sponsored a reception in honor of 
the new members received during the 
Easter season. Mr. Glenn R. Edgar was 
chairman of the committee in charge of 
the reception. 


Freedom, Pa. The Lenten and Easter 
season at St. John’s Church and the House 
of Mercy was one of inspiration and up- 
lift. Well planned sermon series were 
preached by Pastor E. Victor Roland, with 
both congregations invited to attend the 
Sunday night, mid-week and Holy Week 
series. St. John’s sponsored a Three-hour 
Service on Good Friday, in which all 
churches of the community joined. The 
attendance was splendid. Confirmation was 
held in both churches on Palm Sunday. 
The communion services were well at- 
tended. In preparation for Easter, St. 
John’s had interior walls and woodwork 
cleaned and washed as well as windows. 
Both congregations aim for a paid appor- 
tionment this year, and to date the goal 
has been reached by St. John’s. The pas- 
tor is the Rev. E. Victor Roland, who came 
from Tulsa, Oklahoma, in August, 1938. 


Johnsonburg, Pa. St. John’s Church, 
the Rev. Jacob O. Kroen pastor, was the 
recipient of the following gifts at the 
Easter season. They were dedicated for use 
at the services: Communion vestments and 
the paschal candlestick, the host box, the 
processional cross, the communion trays 
and glasses were presented by individual 
members of the congregation; the choir 
stalls by the Senior Choir; and the alb 
and cincture for the crucifer by the Dorcas 
Society. 


Mickleys-Shoenersville Parish, Pa. St. 
John’s Church, Mickleys, had the largest 
Easter communion in its history this year. 
More than six hundred persons communed, 
including private communions. This is ap- 
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Brings joy and courage; awakens happy memories. Vivid narratives 
that give new life and meaning to great hymns. 


“Stories of Dpmns Ge Love” 
By CECILIA MARGARET RUDIN, M.A. 


You learn how Isaac Watts came to write, “O God Our Help In 
Ages Past’’; the circumstances behind Wesley’s great Easter hymn; 
how God used blind Fanny Crosby. The story of “This is My Fath- 
er’s World’’, and how the poem, “I Would Be True,” written as a 
tribute from a young man to his mother came to be among our be- 
loved hymns. All these and many other stories given you in this 


beautiful and sincerely written book. 


A SOURCE OF JOY AND COURAGE 


“I always keep a supply,’ writes one lady who has bought more 
than fifty copies, ‘‘to give friends and others who have experienced 
great joy or sorrow.’’ A pastor says, “I am delighted with this beau- 
tiful book.’”’ Make STORIES OF HYMNS WE LOVE your favorite 
gift book on Mother’s Day, Children’s Day. Suits every occasion. 

Source of abundant material for Study Groups, Choir, S. S. Daily 
Use for gifts and rewards. 


Vacation Bible School, and the home. 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY Ine. 


Beautiful, Inspiring, 
Instructive. Only $1.00 


Order through your church supply house, bookseller, or direct from: 


1018 S. WABASH AVE., Dept. L, CHICAGO, ILL. 
Publishers of The Book of Life. 


proximately two hundred above the con- 
tributing membership and about two hun- 
dred below the confirmed membership. The 
record was broken by fifty-one. This is 
a union church, of which the Rev. H. T. 
Sell is the Lutheran pastor. The congre- 
gations were composed largely of the 
young and the old; the middle aged were 
among the missing. Christ Church, 
Shoenersville, held its communion on Palm 
Sunday. 


Ringtown-Brandonville, Pa. Palm Sun- 
day was a time of added rejoicing among 
the members of St. John’s congregation, 
Brandonville. In honor of the confirma- 
tion class, improvements had been made 
to the chancel and the interior of the 
church. A beautiful altar was placed in 
the chancel; a walnut altar cross and 
matching candelabra were the gift of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Mensinger; a missal 
stand was provided, and paraments were 
designed and made by consecrated women 
of the church. The pews were refinished 
and the interior of the church was painted. 
With the recently dedicated pulpit and 
with the new choir loft and piano re- 
placing the reed organ of former years, 
the interior of the church presents a most 
gratifying appearance. Thanks to the gen- 
erosity of the loyal members, every im- 
provement is paid for. An audience of 156 
persons, the largest in the history of the 
congregation, attended the service and 
witnessed the confirmation of the class of 
eleven members. 

This parish has made excellent progress 
during the pastorate of the Rev. W. Robert 
Miller. Since November 1936 the com- 
municant membership has increased from 
337 to 475; 114 adults have been received 
into membership, and the organizations 
are flourishing. The church debt at Ring- 
town has been reduced $6,848. The parish 
has 565 contributing members. A fine 
spirit of loyalty is marked in both congre- 
gations. 


Sacramento, Calif. Well attended by an 
enthusiastic audience, the final organiza- 
tion meeting of the Men’s Forum of St. 
John’s Church, the Rev. H. W. Opperman 
pastor, adopted a constitution and elected 
their first officers on the evening of March 


The Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia 


(MT. AIRY) 


Seventy-Sixth year begins Sept. 19, 1939 


For catalog and information address: 
FREDERIC W. FRIDAY, Registrar 


Cake Se SDE 
26 LOVELY EVERYDAY $ 
Birthday, Congratulations, Anniversary, 


Convalescent. Each one a masterpiece of 
beauty and distinction. The 26 Greetings 
contained in happy Gift Box one dollar pre- 
paid anywhere. SPECIAL, if you order now 
will include BONUS PACKET Mother’s Day 
Greetings and Surprise Gift. Grand value guar- 
anteed or money back. Send at once. 


MARY MERLE 
6 Independence Square, Philadelphia, Pa. 
YES I COULD use a few high class repre- 
sentatives—women or young people—all or part 
time. Show, and sell. Liberal commissions. 
Order box to see what greetings are like—you 
will quickly be enthused. 


GREETING CARDS 


14. State Senator Chris Jesperson was the 
main speaker. Five members of St. 
Michael’s Brotherhood of Berkeley were 
present to be of assistance in forming the 
organization. There are thirty-two char- 
ter members. 

St. John’s reports well-attended serv- 
ices throughout the Lenten season. A fine 
increase at both morning and evening wor- 
ship hours is evidence of the high level of 
spiritual interest which characterizes the 
members. 

St. John’s Church is one of the oldest 
churches in the city, having been founded 
in December 1867 through the efforts of 
the Rev. Matthias Goethe. The congrega- 
tion has moved its place of worship three 
times, each time to accommodate a grow- 
ing membership. For the past twenty-six 
years the congregation has worshiped in 
its present beautiful semi-Gothic structure. 
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Forty-five of the seventy-one years were 
spent under the leadership of Dr. C. F. 
Oehler, and the last three under the pas- 
torate of the Rev. Henry Opperman. St. 
John’s has contributed much to the spir- 
itual life of the city and stands as one of 
the foremost churches with the largest 
Lutheran membership in the community. 
Last year the church ranked first in total 
benevolence paid synod with a margin of 
$150. It is first in size in the Northern 
Conference in the California Synod and 
fourth in the entire synod in point of com- 
municant membership, 


SYNODS 
The twentieth annual convention of the 
Illinois Synod will be held May 8-12 in Old 
Trinity Church, Carthage, Ill. The convention 
will open with a Communion Service Monday 
evening, May 8. Kenneth A. Hurst, Sec. 


FOR SALE 


At Paradise Falls, attractive 5-room cottage 
with garage. Surrounded with beautiful Pines 
and Rhododendron. Price reasonable. Apply to 
ae C. Whipp, 676 Riverside Drive, New York 

ity. 


MUHLENBERG 
COLLEGE 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Accredited 
Lutheran College for Men 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Teacher Training Pre-Theological 
Pre-Medical Pre-Legal re-Dental 
Business Administration 
LEVERING TYSON, Litt.D., LL.D. 
President 
H. A. BENFER, A.M., Registrar 


EMBROIDERIES 


Bible Markers . . 
Super-Frontals 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 


WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA 


CHUN 


M. P. MOLLER 


Builder of World Renowned Organs 
Presents a newly designed 


PORTABLE PIPE ORGAN 


The ideal organ for small churches, chapels, 
and similar uses. 


PRICED LOW LIBERAL TERMS 


The Méller custom built organs, large or 
small, contain mechanical refinements and 
artistic tone development that should be 
heard to be fully appreciated. 


Write us regarding your organ needs. 


M. P. MOLLER 


Factory and General Office: Hagerstown, Md. 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 ine’cnurch and aerov 1939 


- COX SONS & VINING. inc. 


131 EAST 23rp STREET, NEW YORK, 
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The forty-eighth annual convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of California will 
be held in St. Paul’s Church, Lincoln Boulevard 
and Washington Street, Santa Monica, Calit., 
the Rev. Clifford B. Holand pastor, May 2 to 4, 
The convention will begin with the Service 
and the Sacrament of Holy Communion Tues- 
day, May 2, at 10.00 A. M. Business sessions 
will meet daily at 9.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. 
Evening services at 7.45 o’clock. 

Clarence F. Crouser, Sec. 


The second annual convention of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod will be held in Zion 
Church, Harrisburg, Pa., S. W. Herman, D.D., 
pastor, May 15-18. The convention will open 
with the sermon by President M. R. Hamsher, 
D.D., at 7.45 P. M., Daylight Saving time. The 
Holy Communion will be administered at the 
opening service. Joseph D. Krout, Sec.. 


The ninety-second annual convention of the 
Indiana Synod bees be held in St. John’s Church, 
Napoleon, Ind., the Rev. A. H. Miller pastor, 
May 8-11. The opening service of Holy Com- 
munion will be held Monday at 7.45 P. M. 
Business sessions will be held daily at 9.00 
A. M. and 1.30 P. M. Pastors and delegates 
desiring entertainment should write the pastor 
loci before May 5. G. Charles Goering, Sec. 
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The eighty-fifth annual convention of the 
United Lutheran Synod in Iowa will be heia 
in St. Mark’s Church, Dubuque, Iowa, the Rev. 
M. E. Lesher pastor, May 8-10. The opening 
session will be at 4.00 o’clock, Monday after- 
noon, and will include the ‘Service of Holy 
Communion. . Piper, Sec. 


The sixth annual convention of the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Synod will convene in Memorial 
Lutheran Church, the Rev. H. C. Castor pastor, 
Nashville, Tenn., May 23 and on 

Frank O. Taafel, Sec. 


The one hundred twentieth annual conven- 
tion of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
Maryland will be held in Messiah Church, 
O’Donnel te Potomac Sts., Baltimore, Md., 
the Rev. C. Sorrick pastor, May 22-24. 

All Ningiadien for licensure and ordination 
are requested to meet the Examining Com- 
mittee Monday, May 22, at 2.00 P. M. The 
journals of the licensed men will be submitted 
to the Examining Committee. 

The Service of Ordination will be held 
Wednesday evening, May 24. 

J. Frank Fife, Sec. 


The Michigan Synod will meet in Ascension 
Church, Pontiac, Mich., May 15-17. 
According to action of synod at the 1938 con- 
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vention, the preliminary business with roll call 
will begin at 4.30 P. M., Monday, ian Steet 
) followin = devotions at 4.00 P. M., by R. 
White, the convention chaplain. 

The Holy’ Communion will be administered 
at the Service, Monday, May 15, at 8.00 P. M., 
with the president o synod, the Rev. C. F. 
Stickles, preaching the sermon. 

Standing committees will meet Monday, May 
15, in the atfernoon, at the time set by the 
chairman of each committee. Committee chair- 
men desiring to hold meetings at that time will 
_kindly notify the members of their respective 
committees. F. P. Madsen, Sec. 


The sixty-seventh annual convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska_will 
be held in First Lutheran Church, York, Nebr., 
the Rev. M. B. Simon pastor, May 9- 11. The 
Holy Communion Service will begin at 10.30 
o’clock, Tuesday morning, May 9. 

Annual Brotherhood Convenien and banquet 
from 4.00 to 8.00 o’clock, Tuesday afternoon, 
May 9. Thomas D. Rinde, Sec. 


The United Lutheran Synod of New York will 
hold its eleventh annual convention, June 5-8, 
in St. John’s Church, 160 Central Ave., Albany, 
N. Y., Theodore O. Posselt, D.D., pastor, be- 


- 


ginning with the Service and Communion, Mon- 
day at 8.00 P. M. Business sessions daily at 
9.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. The Ordination Serv- 


ice, June 7, at 8.00 P. M. 

Candidates for ordination and all pastors de- 
siring to unite with the synod will meet the 
Examining Committee, C. Reinhold Tappert, 
D.D., chairman, at 9.30 A. M., June 5, at St. 
John’s Church. Home and foreign missionaries 
and candidates for ordination will be enter- 
tained, if application is made before June 1 to 
Mr. William Eck, 456 First de Albany, N. Y. 

1 C. White, Sec. 


The forty-eighth annual convention of_the 
Rocky Mountain Synod will be held in First 
Church, Colorado Springs, Colo., R. B. Wolf, 
er pastor and president of synod, May 16 
o 18. 

The convention will begin with The Service 
and the Sacrament of Holy Communion Tues- 
day, May 16, at 7.30 P. M. 

The U. Ti C. A. yeprecentative to this con- 
vention will be S. T. Nicholas, D.D. 

W. F. Martin, Sec. 
The eighty-seventh annual convention of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Texas Synod will be held 
in First United Lutheran Church, Dallas, Texas, 
the Rev. William J. Hoebel pastor, April 30 
_ to May 2. William J. Hoebel, Sec. 


CONFERENCES 


The annual convention of the Lancaster Con- 
eooe of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania will 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Millersville, Pa., 
the Rev. Ellerslie A. Lebo pastor, Tuesday, 
May 2. Sessions at 10.00 A. M., 1.30 and 7.30 
P. M. Paul J. Henry, Sec. 


The sixteenth convention of the New Jersey 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
will be held May 1 and 2 at the Church of the 
Holy Trinity, Manasquan, N. J., the Rev. Chris- 
tian J. Schenck pastor. Opening service, May 
1, at 200 P.M. Bernard W. Krapf, Pub. Com. 


The Reading Conference of the Ministerium 
of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States will hold 
its eighty-seventh convention in Christ Church, 
Stouchsburg, Pa., the Rev. K. S. Henry astor, 
May 3 and 4. The Holy Communion Service 
will be conducted Wednesday at 10.00 A. M. 
Business session at 1.00 P. M. President Levering 
Tyson, Litt. D., LL.D., will address the evening 
session at 8.00 P. M. on “Our Educational In- 
stitutions.’’ Thursday morning session at 9.00 

o'clock. Representatives of the Church from 
me Mission Group will be heard Wednesday 
afternoon; from the Educational Group Thurs- 
day morning. All meetings on Daylight Time. 

Luke S. Sweitzer, Sec. 


The German Conference of the United Lu- 
theran Synod of New York will meet May 2 
and 3 in Zion Church, Fay and Cooper Sts., 
Utica, - a Opening session May 2 at 4.00 
P. M., D. S. T. Communion Service May 2 at 
7.30 P. M., with sermon by the president of 
Conference, E. Von Hahmann, Ph.D., D.D. Ad- 
dress by the Rev. B. Walther Pfeil on “What 
Is This Christian Science?” Meals will be 
served in Zion Hall, 613 Columbia St. For ac- 
commodations please write the pastor loci who 
is also seeretary of the Conference, at 1243 
Walnut St., Utica, N. Y. 

William C. Nolte, Sec. 


The spring convention of the Long Island 
Conference of the United Synod of New York 
will be held Thursday, April 27, at St. John’s 
Church, Merrick, N. the Rev. Edwin J. 
Grubb pastor. The convention will open at 9.30 
A. M. with the administration of the Holy 

Carl G. Toebke, Sec. 


The spring meeting of the New York Confer- 
ence of the United Lutheran Synod of New 
York will be held April 26 at the Church of 
the Redeemer, Yonkers, N. Y., the Rev. Charles 
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O. Thompson pastor. The meeting will open 
with the Communion Service at 10.00 A. M 
Ernest C. French, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The sixty-fifth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Synod of 
Iowa will meet May 8-10 in St. Mark’s Church, 
Dubuque, Iowa, the Rev. M. E. Lesher pastor. 

Mrs. A. M. Simonsen, Sec. 


The thirty-sixth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Rocky 
Mountain Synod will be held May 16-18, at 
zie Church, Colorado Springs, Colo., the Rev. 
R. B. Wolf pastor. Mrs. H. J. Klemer, Sec. 


The sixtieth annual convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the former Synod of East 
Pennsylvania will be held May 3-5 at Taber- 
nacle Lutheran Church, 59th and Spruce Sts., 
Philadelphia, Pa., William J. Miller, Jr., D.D 
pastor, assisted by Temple, Upper Darby and 
East Lansdowne societies. J. G, Mac- 
Arthur, 272 South Hirst St., Philadelphia, is 
chairman of credentials. 

The proposed Constitution of the proposed 
Women’s Missionary Society of Central Penn- 
sylvania will be submitted for action. 

Carrie L. Fehr, Sec. 


The spring meeting of.the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society of the Philadelphia Conference of 
the former East_ Pennsylvania Synod will be 
held May 11 in Grace Church, Drexel Hill, Pa., 
the Rev. Lloyd M. Wallick pastor. Sessions at 
2.00 and 7.00 P. M. Speakers, Ernst A. Tappert, 
D.D., divisional superintendent of Linguistic 
Interests, Board of American Missions, and Miss 
Edna Engle, missionary on furlough from India. 

Mrs. Walter D. Guss, Sec. 


The spring convention of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Philadelphia Conferences 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania will be held 
Thursday, May 11, at the Germantown Orphans’ 
Home, 6950 Germantown Ave., the Rev. Paul 
C. Empie es egret een Sessions at 2.30 P. M. 
and 7.45 P. M. in the auditorium 

Leona M. Bechtold, Cor. Sec. 


The fifty-sixth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the former 
Synod of West Pennsylvania will convene in 
St. Matthew’s Church, York, Pa., May 9-11. 

Mrs. Clarence A. Neal, Sec. 


PARISH WORKERS’ CONFERENCE 


The spring Parish Workers’ Conference will be 
held April 26 and 27 at the Mary J. Drexel 
Home and Motherhouse in Philadelphia, Pa. 
The sessions will open at 3.00 P. M. Among the 
speakers will be the Rev. Dr. Foster wv Gift, the 
Rev. Dr. E. F. Bachmann, the Rev. T. K. Finck, 
and the Rev. F. E. Reinartz. eer ‘devotional 
periods will be in charge of Sister Anna Ebert. 

Parish workers from the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania, Central Pennsylvania, and Maryland 
Synods will be included in the conference. 

Frances Heffner. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF RESPECT 


On the Death of W. J. Kratz 

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God in His 
infinite goodness and mercy to take from our 
an el our pastor, the Rev. W. J. Kratz, D.D., 
an 

Whereas, we, the members of Zion Lutheran 
Church, and the Ladies’ Aid Society of Corners- 
burg, Ohio, have been deeply grieved at this 
loss, and 

Whereas, his ministry and precept and ex- 
ample, even through suffering and pain, has 
borne rich fruit in the life of our church, 
homes, and community 

Therefore Be It Resolved 

That we humbly bow in submission to God’s 
gracious will, and 

That we give thanks to Him for the life of 
our pastor and the blessed message of the 
Gospel which he so faithfully believed and 
preached, and 

That we earnestly strive to continue as a 
congregation in the peace and harmony of 
Christian love and forbearance which he so 
earnestly endeavored to implant and maintain 
in our midst, and 

That a copy of these resolutions be sent to 
Mrs. Kratz and her family and another copy 
be included in the minutes of the Ladies’ Aid 
Society of Zion Lutheran Church, and a third 
copy be sent THe LurHeran for publication. 

W. H. Bush, Vice-president of Council. 


Mrs. Charles. Schwab 


Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God in His 
great wisdom to transplant from the Church 
Militant to the Church Triumphant, our be- 
joved friend and donor, Mrs. Charles Schwa6b, 
an 

Whereas, she had always been interested in 
the temporal and spiritual needs of her fellow- 
man, always breathing the spirit es Paul that 
“the greatest of these is charity,” 

Whereas, in memory of her abents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Reuben Dinkey, and in her love to her 
childhood friends, whom she never forgot, she 
erected at Ashfield, Pa., a House of God, “‘beau- 
tiful for situation,” for the religious needs of 
the Lutheran and Reformed people of that 
community, therefore, 

Be it Resolved: 

(1) That we as members of the Dinkey 
Memorial Church, bow to the gracious will of 
God, thanking Him for her noble life, and her 
great interest in all mankind, and pray to Him, 
that we may live in her spirit, always con- 
cerned about our fellowman and the work of 
the church at large. 

(2) That we convey our deepest sympathy 
to her husband, Charles Schwab, and pray that 
the God of all mercy may comfort him in h 
great loss. 

(3) That a copy of these resolutions be sent 
to her husband, Tue LurHeran, and the Re- 
formed Church Messenger. 

(4) That a copy be included in the minutes 
of the church council, and that they be pub- 
licly read at the next homecoming service. 

MeEmorIAL CHURCH 
Pastors AND MEMBERS OF THE DINKEY 
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A GIFT FOR THE SEMINARY GRADUATE 


PRIVATE COMMUNION SET No. A—Standard Size 


reatly improved in style and now the most attractive and serviceable standard size plated set ever offered. Non-tarnishable 
Rhoda plating on hard cit with all pieces gold lined. Includes a non-seeping flagon (3% oz. capacity), choice of chalice or indi- 
vidual cup holder (with six glass cups), choice of regular size host box 14 wafer capacity) or extra size host box (33 wafer capacity), 
a paten, a specially designed spoon (for administering to those too ill to raise the head), and a durably constructed case lined with 
purple velvet and covered with Morocco grained Keratol (simulated leather). (With Real Leather Case, $1.00 additional; With Extra 


Size Leather Case—containing additional compartment—$2.50 extra.) 


Chalice Style Showing Regular Individual Cup Rack Style Showing Extra 


Size Host Box Size Host Box 
With With 
Regular Size Extra Size 
No. RHODIUM PLATED NICKEL SILVER SET Host Box Host Box 
A-2—COMPLETE including Keratol Case, Flagon, Host Box, Paten, Spoon, Chalice or Individual Cup Rack 
Gevith ‘Six PASSES). .sccscsssscscossssenssoessesscosnsenvosoniveoeedtnensonyss ovedade couuvnctcers tonshat efesdontaceu opsevemanaca seeeTenceh tenisnseaesssoers etre estre seer es tencet neon TEN NSEE $22.50 $23.50 
A-3—As. No. A=2,, but. with Spoon. Omitted ..ccsssscissseesssssonsssscvessesvessasegybvcecevalsssvenssuestesaysustiime seen comtbedtnrsyetent vensnasenaeerenen asses laser rer iatit erste 20.00 21.00 


No. RHODIUM PLATED STERLING SILVER SET* Host Box Host Box 


A-2—COMPLETE with Chalice $53.00 $57.00 
A-2R—COMPLETE with Individual Cup Rack* substituted for Chal 45.00 49.00 
A-3—As' Nox A=2 but with Spoon! Omiithed ..saiscceccscaccecsoscccuesoocssocncvesconrseconeveceereertctee etrerteeeeereretete er eater ee neeee etree 50.00 54.00 


A-3R—As No. A-2R but with Individual Cup Rack* substituted for Chalice and Spoon Omitted somes ™ 42.00 ~~ ~~ 46.00 


Any of the pieces from these sets may be purchased separately. Prices on application. 

* Sterling Silver pieces are all ornamented either with engraved cross or I H S symbol, except extra-size host box. The cup holder is 
furnished only in Rhodium plated Nickel-Silver as Sterling Silver would not serve for this purpose. In the Sterling Silver sets, a sterling 
silver mounted glass cruet (of half the capacity) can be substituted for the sterling flagon at $16.00 less. 


TRANSPORTATION EXTRA. 


POCKET-SIZE PRIVATE COMMUNION SETS 
No. G and No. G-I 


: These two inexpensive small-size sets are now offered in greatly improved form. The metal pieces are all made of non-tarnish- 
ing Rhodium plated nickel-silver. The construction of the flagon is the best that has been devised to prevent seeping. The con- 
tainers have a capacity sufficient to commune from eight to ten persons, 


a 


The only difference in the two styles is that the No. G 
Style provides a chalice whereas the No. G-I Style has 
an individual cup holder with three glasses, with neces- 
sary change in the structure of the cases. 


Small enough to carry in a roomy pocket, yet complete 
in every detail and ready for immediate use. 


Churchly in appearance and put up in an attractive 
upright wooden case, covered either with morocco grained 
paper (Black), Keratol (Imitation Leather), or Leather. 


TRANSPORTATION EXTRA. 


n Style No. G-I 
Style No. G NOTE.—Old Style No. G Set CASE—long flat box—still With Imitation Leather (Keratol) 


With Black Case, $9.00. availabl 1.00 Each. Case, $11.00. 
With Leather Case, $11.00. vallablei ats With Leather Case, $12.00. 
Size, 214 x 41, x 4 inches. Size, 214 x 416 x 5 inches. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228-1234. SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


860 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 219 Sixth Street, Pittsburgh 1617 Sumter Street, Columbia, S. C. 


